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Message from Fr. Timothy Pfeiffer 
 

Dear expats and Mindanao Mission supporters, 

It has been almost 2 years since we have been able to put together another Mindanao Relation for our 

dear friends.  Much of that time was filled with the sorrow of the departure of 4 of our Priests from our 

Philippine territory in order to form or to join a Resistance to our Fraternity of Priests in the SSPX.  While 

many rumors and hard-core rhetoric have caused us no little pain, the main effect here is that we have 



MAC Training Session in Gensan, the oral examination phase! 

What you do for us is like what Auxiliaries in 

Legion do for Active Legionaries… 

“View a regiment of soldiers, 

well-officered, courageous, perfectly 

disciplined and armed, suggesting an 

irresistible strength!  Yet, in itself that 

regiment represents only a short-lived 

efficiency. It depends from day to day on 

a great supporting host of workers who 

furnish it with munitions, food, clothing 

and medical help. Cut away from these 

services, what will a few days of conflict 

do with that fine body of men!  ... What 

that supporting host is to the regiment, 

the Auxiliaries are to the Praesidium.  The 

Auxiliaries are part of the system.  The 

Praesidium is incomplete without them.” 

(LOM Handbook, XIX, 22.) 

been far less able to attend to the growing needs of our 

people and to deepening and strengthening the Catholic 

network that supports them.   But if suffering is intended to 

make us wiser, then we are bound to draw lessons from it. 

Two things at least come to mind.  Firstly, we must shun 

sterile argumentation and perseveringly attend to what 

edifies and builds up the kingdom of Christ here on earth.  

Secondly, not to scorn the good fight, we must deepen our 

knowledge of our Catholic Faith and prepare ourselves for 

future combats.  For, if modernism seeks to subvert 

Tradition, we must unite to affirm our Faith vigorously.  If, 

on the other hand, Our Lady converts Russia, then we must 

be ready to respond to the needs of the occasion. 

Accordingly, here in Mindanao, edification means 

catechism and more catechism.  Our wide-ranging Missions 

require more catechetical instruction than we have man-

power to give.  For without catechetical instruction, 

Sacraments do not bear fruit, the commandments are neglected and Society goes to ruin.  The last time 

we wrote, we had touched upon this great necessity, now, after two years, we have made some small 

progress towards a few realistic goals. 

Catechists for Catechetical Centers 
Each of our Chapels or Missions here supports a 

network of catechetical centres.  And so while 

our Davao Priory serves 6 Missions each 

weekend, these Missions manage another 17 

Catechism centres1, 5 of which are also Mass 

centres. 

Starting in 2013, we were able to gather over 69 

candidates and active catechists for the MAC 100 

program in Davao, Cagayan de Oro and in 

General Santos.  This MAC 100 program features 

60 hours of Catechetical training and requires 40 

days of actual teaching a class in the field.  Thus 

60 hours + 40 days = MAC 100.  MAC stands for Mindanao Academy of Catechism and it is beginning to 

answer the Catechetical need so great here.  Of the 69 Catechists who completed the 60 hours training 

portion, around 38 are in active service while about 10 or so are approaching MAC 100 status.  This is no 

                                                           
1
 Butuan supports Carmen, Sta Lucia; Cagayan de Oro supports Balulang, Nazareth, Iponan, Iligan, Zamboanga; 

Camiguin supports San Miguel, Sagay, Benoni; Davao supports Tagum, Panacan, Cabaguio, Calinan; Gensan 
supports FVR, Kawas, Alabel. 



Rhea & Anastasia teaching catechism in FVR. 

The Gensan chapel overflow seating on a 

Sunday with below average attendance. 

small feat considering our circumstances.  All in all they are teaching a fluctuating number of about 350 

children in our various centres and other venues.2 

The training portion of the MAC 100 program consists firstly in teaching the method and spirit of the 

catechist.  Secondly it focuses on going through Baltimore Catechism #2 augmented by Scripture and 

Apologetics.  Of course, 60 hours is only a beginning, but it is a good start, and the catechists realize that 

they must continually prepare, learning and assimilating what they must teach. 

The titanic effort it takes to bear fruit in this 

Catechetical apostolate can be rapidly understood by 

the following unofficial survey of facts: 20% - 33% of 

the children are consistent to catechism, less than 10% 

of the children’s parents attend Mass occasionally, of 

those who graduate to the reception of the 

sacraments, far less than 10% can be expected to 

persevere in regular assistance at Mass and 

Sacraments.  Add to these woeful stats the 

proliferation of Protestant sects and one gets a picture 

of dark clouds obscuring the Philippine Catholic sun.   

The reality is that we need more Catechists on the ground and more home to home visitations of the 

children’s families. 

As to the Protestants, one story will suffice.  The poor mother is 

visited by Father and our head catechist in a poor village.  Head 

down she explains how the Methodist church is sponsoring her 

6 year old daughter for school... she has to attend Church or no 

sponsorship!  She is scolded and told: “You can’t sell your soul!”   

In answer, she weeps, ineffectually nods her head, weakly 

promises amendment, and ....we will see...  Our catechist in this 

particular village tells us that the Protestants seem to target 

our kids.... 

And lest we forget the crisis of the Church, adding difficulty 

from the Catholic side, we are sometimes called non-Catholics 

by Novus Ordo Catholics, and sometimes, more commonly, Vatican I Catholics....  But if dogmatic 

considerations don’t make them react to our apostolate, monetary ones do: lay co-operators sometimes 

begin to undermine our work because our Priests give free sacraments!  Yes, our catechists can really 

                                                           
2
 It is important to note however, that MAC represents nothing new.  The Legion of Mary has been teaching 

catechism for long years in our chapels throughout the Philippines, both in public schools and in our chapels to 
prepare the children for the sacraments.  As a matter of fact, most of our MAC participants are seasoned veterans 
of the Legion of Mary.  Nevertheless, MAC 100 represents a broader support to the Legion of Mary, an 
organization whose spirit of cooperation with all forms of active apostolate is unequalled. 



Gensan Church view from back – Acim Office 

towards front of the church. 

Gensan Church view at back: ACIM Office. 

say: “A thousand shall fall at thy side, and 10,000 at thy right hand, but it shall not come night thee...” 

(Ps 90:7) 

General Santos Church under construction 
The General Santos Mission at the Southern-most part of 

Mindanao is generally a beehive of Apostolic activity 

operating out of a garage-Chapel.3  Sunday Masses witness 

an average of 150 - 200 people with 75 - 120 of them 

assisting at Mass from outside the Garage curb-side along 

the Main road in front of a public school.  More than half 

of this Sunday assistance consists in people from three 

Catechetical centres and who are transported to Mass 

through the Charity of the faithful or the financial assistance 

of the Chapel.   

General Santos is also the native home office of ACIM-Asia, the Traditional Catholic medical group of 

Doctors and Nurses founded in France and which runs a medical mission every year somewhere in the 

Philippines. The steady benevolent practical and 

charitable influence of this organization has given us 

access to many souls and hearts while  the growth of the 

Gensan Chapel, as well as its intrinsic apostolic fervour, 

owes a great deal to this much needed branch of Catholic 

good works. 

Through ACIM-Asia benefactors, a significant donation 

was given to enable the ACIM Gensan office to have its 

own building, office and minor consultation branch, 

including in this plan, the future Gensan Church.  Thanks 

to this vision and foresight, the ACIM office is nearing 

completion and we are now beginning the roofing phase of the entire office-Church structure. 

Hopefully, by the middle of next year at the latest, our Gensan congregation can get out of the sun, rain, 

traffic and noise to assist at Mass under the real roof of a real Church without walls! 

Camp campaign with Oblates in support! 
This year, in order to bolster our catechetical work, we organized a 5-camp Camp campaign in order to 

strengthen what the Catechetical centers do throughout the year.  But the greatest strengthening was 

the assistance of our Oblate Sisters who were able to give the children, not only Catechism, but the 

living image and example of the Religious life.  For if a real and independent sacramental life is the first 

goal of our Catechism centers, religious vocations is the ultimate goal.  Thus, the Oblates provided a 

                                                           
3
 Our Mindanao Missions –Catechetical centre network features 4 Garage-Chapels, 1 roof-top chapel, 2 hotel 

conference room or rented hall chapels, 3 true Chapels. In addition there are the remaining 9 Catechetical centres 
with no fixed or dedicated location. 



great reinforcement to the Catechetical Missionary work.  Under the guidance of Sr. Mary Josefa, Sr. 

Mary Agnes, Sr. Maria Rosario and Sr. Maria Carmela showed great endurance and adaptability as they 

went with the Fathers and counselors from Camp to camp in a tight schedule for 5 weeks in May and 

June.  It was hard on everyone, but the Sisters held up well and we have good reason to hope that 

profound seeds were sown in the hearts of our young girls. 

Next year, we hope to repeat the process, and with a little more organization, we may be able to receive 

reinforcements of the Society Brothers as well! 

What follows is written by one of our volunteers, Paul Kimball.  Currently in the middle of 6 months of 

volunteering here in the Philippines, Paul is in a position to give you more news. 

Until our next Mindanao Relation, 

In Our Lord, 

Fr. J. Timothy Pfeiffer. 

Correspondance from volunteer Paul Kimball 
 

Dearest Friends,  

The summer months have come and gone, school is back in 

session, and things have been busier than ever in the 

Mindanao region of the Philippines. Over the course of the 

summer here at St. Joseph’s priory in Davao, catechism with 

the children took place every afternoon. Summer camps 

with the children also took place all over the Philippines, 

which were manned by Father Tim and his trusty “crew” of 

helpers, consisting of catechists of all ethnicities: mostly 

Filipinos, some American volunteers, some French, one 

Swiss volunteer, and even a German thrown in the mix.The first of these catechism camps took place 

after the 13th annual Bohol Pilgrimage on the island of Bohol, which is on the Visayan or middle region of 

the Philippines.  

The pilgrimage itself, which is the highlight of the summer for various SSPX faithful all over the 

Philippines, took place over 3 days from April 24th to April 27th. This pilgrimage joined people from all 

over the Mindanao and Visayan regions, as well as people from Manila and other missions on the north 

end of the Philippines serviced by the priory and school in Manila. The 3 day trek started out in 

Tagbilaran, covered approximately 63kilometers, and ended up at the shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in 

Carmen, on Bohol Island.  

Children attending summer catechism in Davao. 



Happenings on Bohol Island 
While the pilgrimage was the main reason for many to make the trip to Bohol, many others also came 

for the camp. Right after the pilgrimage, the first catechism children’s camp took place right in Bohol. 

Attended by about 43 children, Father Tim organized the children into teams, each with a patron saint 

and “battle cry”. Whenever Father blew his whistle, the children knew to line up immediately. The team 

to line up first, with all members present, and 

then shout out the “battle cry” of their patron 

saint was awarded points. Needless to say, 

lineup time was always noisy, albeit exciting, 

for participants and bystanders alike. Campers 

also received points based on various systems 

of measurement, including generosity, 

obedience, courtesy, and more. Points were 

awarded to the weekly “skits” put on by the 

campers at the weekly bonfire, and of course 

to the winners of catechism competitions, 

which took place several times during the 

week. In these competitions the campers 

would challenge an opposing team to face off in a battle of knowledge, each side gaining points based 

on their answers to rapid fire questions from the opposing team.  Campers looked forward to the last 

day of camp with much anticipation, upon which the closing ceremony took place and the best two 

teams on the both the boys and girls side were awarded prizes by Father Tim, the sisters, and the 

counselors. Father and several of the children from nearby Cagayan de Oro took the boat back to 

Cagayan, and made it back safely, but only after a 6 

hour delay of the boat.  

Butuan Camp 
The second camp started immediately at the 

beginning of the next week. On Monday May 5th 

Father Tim, several sisters, and a few counselors 

traveled to Carmen (near Butuan) to set up camp at 

the house of an accommodating local parishioner. 

Attended by about 27 children, teams were set up in 

the usual fashion and the children competed as usual 

for first place in the camp during their day-to-day 

activities. With close access to the nearby beach, the 

campers were fortunate to be able to spend a good 

part of a few of the days next to the ocean. The campers of the Butuan camp were also blessed by the 

presence of Father Hora, who made the trek up for a few days. As the week drew to a close, the 

campers left each other with a renewed sense of strength as they each returned to their daily lives.  

Oblate Sisters made the Camps a great success.  Here Sr.Mary 

Agnes organizes a game in Carmen, Butuan. 

Father Tim addressing the campers in Gensan. 



Gensan Camp 
For the third camp of the summer provided by 

Father Tim and company, the location this time 

around was General Santos city, which hosted an 

impressive number of over 74 campers. With 

more than double the number of campers from 

the last camp, the children certainly needed more 

supervision. The young people from the Apostles 

of Mary youth group at St. James SSPX church in 

Gensan stepped up to the plate and put together 

an impressive performance of leadership and 

example. With their help, and also the help of 

many generous locals who prepped food for the 

entire week, Father Tim and the sisters grouped 

the children into teams andmade things happen. Based in the Samaria Cursillo building in Gensan, the 

campers traveled to a local resort, complete with two full sized swimming pools for one of the days. The 

girls played games in one of the pools, while some of the boys from each team took each other on in a 

basketball tournament on the property. The campers returned to camp that night tired, but refreshed, 

from their much needed time by the water. Another highlight of the camp was the bonfire, where the 

counselors led the campers in songs, and each team sang short songs, much to the delight of everyone 

in attendance. The final night of the camp was the true night of entertainment, where each team put on 

the skit they had prepared during the week. The camp closed with the ending ceremony on the 

afternoon of the last day.  

Camps in Camiguin and Cagayan De Oro 
After a few days in Davao, Father Tim and crew headed up to beautiful Camiguin Island for the next 

camp. Based right on the beaches of 

Mambajao, this camp was attended by about 

52 children. Lineup and exercise on the beach 

every morning was followed by mass and then 

breakfast. The daily routine consisted of the 

usual mixture of catechism classes, games, and 

singing. The bonus side of having the camp on 

an island was that the campers had an 

opportunity for swimming every day. In their 

free time the campers prepared their skits for 

the night of the bonfire, and for the last night 

of the camp. The campers enjoyed a round of 

“singing marathon”, where each team took a 

turn at singing various songs they knew in quick succession of each other, without any breaks in 

between. Not all were skilled in singing, but they nonetheless sang at a very high volume, and much 

hilarity ensued. Father Tim encouraged the campers each night before bed and gave them a very 

Some of the boys on the Gensan camp playing “speedball”.  

Some of the campers attending catechism on the beach at  

Camiguin. 



animated story on the life of a saint. After the 

last night of skits and more singing, the camp 

ended after the usual award ceremony on 

Saturday morning.  

Since there wasn’t enough going on during the 

summer already, it should be noted that while 

the camp in Camiguin was going on, there was 

another camp happening in Cagayan De Oro. It 

was only planned 2 days before it happened, 

and Father Tim decided to split up his crew of 

helpers since there were many children in 

CDO who needed catechism as well. The four 

Sisters from Iloilo (who had, up until this 

point, been helping on the other camps) stayed in CDO to instruct the girls there. Several of the older 

boys helped out with the boys, and Fr. Hora oversaw the entire operation. The last minute planning was 

a great success, as 62 campers attended the CDO camp. 

Although the Camiguin and CDO camps were the last official summer camps, there have been several 

more camps that have taken place in the last few months. A few weeks later Fr. Ghela and a few of the 

camp counselors from Gensan had a shorter 3 day camp with about 15 boys in Maasin on the island of 

Leyte. The camp was held in a basketball court, which was also near the beach so the boys were able to 

enjoy water activities in between catechism classes, singing songs, and learning how to serve mass.  

Father Tim has also held several weekend camps in 

Gensan, and in Davao, where the local children are 

all gathered together for catechism classes, mixed in 

with some fun and games.  

Climbing the Mountain 

As a reward for all their hard work, Father Tim took a 

group of catechists from Gensan and Davao on a 

much anticipated hike up Mount Matutum, which is 

located about 45 minutes from Gensan in the 

Cotabato region of Mindanao. The hikers were up 

late the night before the hike preparing, but as it 

turned out they did not prepare well enough. After 

walking up the first leg of the mountain, Father Tim said mass on the side of the mountain and then the 

group of 18 set up their tents. Although rain had been in the forecast, the hikers did not plan for 12 

hours of it. Starting at about 4pm, it rained well into the night, which made for a not very nice camping 

experience. Without proper gear, the hikers could not even light a fire. Cold mountain temperatures 

added to the unpleasantness of the evening. Needless to say, most people did not get much sleep, and 

everyone was up at 4am for the trek up the rest of the mountain. The hardest part of the climb came on 

Some of the boys playing a game on the beach at Camiguin. 

Boys attending catechism in Maasin. 



day 2 of the hike, and by the time everyone made it up 

they were exhausted. When they got back down the 

mountain, everyone slept extremely well that night.  

Butuan Pilgrimage 

The final activity of note was the first annual 

Pilgrimage in Butuan, which took place on July 19th and 

was attended by about 200 people. On Friday night 

Father Tim said mass in the town square right outside 

of the main cathedral in Butuan. The pilgrimage 

started out on Saturday morning at the St. Lucia 

chapel in Butuan, where the faithful all had breakfast 

before they went on their way. Singing hymns and 

praying the rosary all along the way, the pilgrims stopped for lunch in downtown Butuan and then 

proceeded to the spot where the first mass in the Philippines was said after Magellan landed. Father Tim 

said mass on this same spot and then the pilgrimage ended with a dinner at a nearby school.  

Volunteers 
Father Tim is fond of saying that if you come here to the Philippines, you don’t have to be crazy, but it 

certainly helps. In the past few months the Davao Priory has been blessed with the help of several 

volunteers from different parts of the world. Not all of them were crazy when they got here, but all were 

certainly a little bit crazier when they left. Paul, from New York, came to the Philippines for 6 months 

starting in May. He has been helping all over the Mindanao region and even as far up as Tacloban. 

Katherina and Claudia came from Germany and Switzerland and were here for 2 months helping in 

Tacloban and Davao. Judy came from France and was here for a little over a month. Christina and Laura 

came from the US for the month of July and helped Father Tim all over Mindanao. Matilde, from France, 

came to Gensan for several weeks and volunteered at a hospital. Reverend William from France also 

helped out in Davao for the month of July. The volunteers 

help out in various projects all over Mindanao, most of 

them involving teaching catechism and helping to move 

the apostolic work forward. The priests are over worked as 

it is, so any outside help is much appreciated. If you, or 

anyone you know, are interested in volunteering, please 

contact the Priory.  

Business Project 
One of the projects that some of the volunteers are 

currently working on is a micro-finance business plan for 

some of the people in the Philippines. Working in tandem 

with the catechists, the business project is designed to 

provide work for some of the people already enrolled in the 

catechism program. This work is meant to be something 

Some of the hikers getting ready to climb the 

mountain. 

The crucifix and statue of Our Lady leading the 

pilgrimage. 



that the people can truly care about and to bring their minds and hearts closer to God. The plan so far is 

to have the men build small altars out of wood to be placed on a desk next to a computer. The women 

will make rosaries out of pearls. These products will be sold in the US, thus creating jobs for some of the 

people in more remote areas. The plan is right now being put into effect in Kawas, a small village near 

General Santos City, where Father Tim’s catechism 

crew visits several times a week. The second 

location for the project will be in Tacloban, where 

Typhoon Yolanda devastated the Philippines in 

November 2013, thus providing jobs and a side 

income for some of the people in city that is still 

rebuilding. Volunteers are currently at work setting 

up the project in both locations, but are in need of 

funds to make further progress. The aim of the 

project in general is to uplift the lives of Filipinos on 

both a spiritual and physical level. For further 

details on the project, or how you can help, please 

email Paul, our volunteer from the US, at 

paul.j.kimball@gmail.com.  

 

How You Can Help 
All in all, there is a lot of apostolate work going on in the Mindanao region. At the present time there are 

only 2 priests taking care of the entire Mindanao Island, which takes up the whole southern section of 

the Philippines. One important ingredient that is needed to keep this operation going is prayer. Please 

keep Father Tim and Father Hora and the whole Mindanao team in your special intentions. Another 

important ingredient for the Mindanao operation is volunteers. If you are considering giving at least of a 

month of your time, don’t hesitate to contact us. The last very important ingredient is funding. Without 

funding, the hard work of these priest and the catechists in Mindanao cannot continue. In general, we 

always need your help, and this work must go on. You can make a difference today by sending funds 

specifically for the business project.  

Thank you very much; you can be assured that we will keep you in our prayers.  

In Our Lady and St. Joseph,  

Paul & the Editorial Staff at St. Joseph’s Priory 

Paul and some of the people from the village of Kawas. 



 


