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Dear expats and Mindanao Mission supporters, 

Since the setting up of St. Joseph’s House in Davao last year with the purpose of establishing a Priory in 

the Southernmost and largest of the Philippine Islands, four things have stood out as deserving of our 

greatest attention.  These are the Legion of Mary, ACIM Asia, the physical development of St. Joseph’s 

Priory and the efficient opposition of the local clergy.  At the same time, because the wide extent of the 

apostolic work of the Legion of Mary and ACIM Asia has brought so many spiritual needs to the care of 

the Priests, the physical implantation of St. Joseph Priory has been a work slowed down by the urgent 

spiritual cares that press upon us.  I would like to touch upon these spiritual cares in this letter. 

The Basic Elements 
The Legion of Mary and Acim-Asia are the two greatest 

assistants of our Priestly work in the Philippines. 

Specifically for us in Mindanao they provide a strong and 

beautiful point of entry and contact into the Apostolic 

Field.  Acim-Asia, a pro-bono Medical group 

headquartered in and mostly supported by France, 

began its work in General Santos with the first Medical 

Mission in June 2007.  Since then, it has established 

medical contacts in and around General Santos which Fr. Timothy Pfeiffer on the lookout for more 

Catechists for the Catechism Centers. 



Fr. Tim Pfeiffer with the Apostles of Mary and the Legion of 

Mary during a check-up at the Catechetical Center in Kawas. 

have developed into catechetical work in 7 nearby villages.   These locations alone reflect about 170 

people currently going to Church or being taught Catechism in one way or another.  In terms of realistic 

potential in these areas, if we only had the workers, we could easily triple that number.  While it is even 

more necessary to deepen the Catholic faith and spiritual life of these souls, maintaining even a basic 

Catholic contact with as many as possible is urgent.  Sadly, Protestants are active everywhere and only 

the native indolence of the people is slowing down their progress.  Our readers can only imagine the 

anguish this situation causes us when it is chiefly through lack of workers, lack of time and resources 

that we are not able to do more to stem the tide of apostasy and restore the Reign of Christ through the 

Sacraments. 

Meanwhile, also working throughout Mindanao is the Legion of Mary.  The first LOM Presidium was 

established on the Island in 1999 in General Santos and later in 2007 in Cagayan de Oro.  Starting from 

these initial Presidia, the LOM in Mindanao throughout our 6 dependent Missions now has 12 Presidia 

with about 70 active members.  Throughout our Mindanao Missions, the LOM is the backbone of 

Catechetical follow-up, location of and preparation of the sick, as well as home visitations.  By and large, 

what a nurse is to a doctor, the LOM is to the Mission Priest.  The Priest arrives in the Mission like a 

Doctor in the OR (Operating Room) and goes to work based on the information and guidance provided 

by the Nurse, who then performs the critical follow-up, based on the instructions of the Priest.  It’s a 

fairly good and efficient system, and without it, there could be no real development of the Mission Mass 

Centers.   Though it’s not the LOM alone that performs this critical role, it’s the most important and 

consistent Mission organization.   Worthy of mention is also the Apostolic youth group, the Apostles of 

Mary, who do exactly the same thing as the Legionaries and work quite smoothly with them. 

Not a Garden of Roses 
On paper, the impressive infra-structure of 

Acim Asia, LOM and the Apostles of Mary 

working with the Priests makes it seem as if all 

is well and growing as should be expected.  

However, the roughly 100 generous helpers of 

2 Priests spread over 97,530 square 

kilometres in 6 major Missions and 10 

Catechetical Centers isn’t in reality enough 

man-power to work beyond the needs of the Missions themselves and adequately take care of the more 

or less 350 we have in the catechetical apostolate.  The reason is that a great amount of our workers 

time and energy is employed in the simple work of maintaining the basic Mission functions of weekend 

Masses and Sacraments along with other usual Mission/Parish activities.  The work of the Mission alone 

is quite heavy in itself.  It means setting up for and serving and singing the Mass, assisting with 

transportation for catechism children and others to and from Mass, as well as all the other sundry 

festivals, events and doings that any Parish/Mission comprises.   The work in the Catechetical Centers is 

an addition over and above Mission maintenance.     

Now, consider the work in a Catechetical Center.    The thing is quite different from Parish Catechism for 

the children of parishioners.  The Catechetical Center does this, but has a broader and more Missionary 



Zealous catechists evaluate their catechism students. 

scope in that the Catechetical Center is like a 

Mission expanding out from and bringing 

souls to the Missions.   They differ from 

normal Parish Catechism in that they are 

located far from the Mass Center and reach 

people who could not otherwise attend 

Mass without the special help of the Mass 

Center itself.   

Although we can count somewhere around 

350 souls in our catechetical apostolate each 

“student” represents a family – whether 

father and mother, or husband, or wife - 

with their peculiar needs ranging from the Sacrament of Marriage (most villagers simply begin living 

together upon the first child and stay that way ….), to preparation for death.  These Centers therefore, 

are not merely Centers for teaching the currently “enrolled” students (to make it sound official), but 

they are also critical landing pads of Apostolate to all the souls connected to the Center either by human 

relation or by geographical proximity.  They also provide a point of reference for surrounding people to 

see the Church Militant counter-acting Protestant missionary expansion. 

The organization and running of a Catechetical Center is something like a miniature Mass Center, or 

Mission, in which the main event is not Mass, but catechism.  Here, as a Catechist, you must prepare 

your subject, organize games and snacks, reach the place, gather the children, or parents or whomever, 

and come to the thing equipped for specific follow-up cases.  Then, if all goes well, you implement your 

plan and it’s more or less successful.  In addition to these things, there is the heavy spiritual burden of 

the urgency of the environment.  For once you enter a village for your ordinary work, you are 

immediately “hit” or “loaded” with either one of two pervasive feelings.  The first is that of being 

overwhelmed as you encounter new souls who need catechism, or the visit of a Priest, or preparation 

for marriage.   And you realize you can’t do it all.  Simultaneously you encounter the spiritual warfare 

presented by the activity of Protestant missionaries who profit of the ignorance and poverty of the 

people to make their inroads.  The other feeling that can afflict you in some Centers is that of 

helplessness as you battle an apathy and laziness among the people that is so incorrigible as to ensure 

the fidelity of the people to the Catholic Faith.  “I stay Catholic because it takes too much effort to 

change religion…” is the implied body language of their life.  Striving to help such people come under 

the efficacious influence of God’s Grace is a tough task.  

Yes, it takes a lot of courage and perseverance to be a 

good Catechist! 

Consolidating Catechetical Centers 
As you can see, the most important job we face at the 

current moment is strengthening our current 

Catechism Centers.  Whereas right now we can count 

scattered throughout our Priestly ministry about 21 Catechist Chrisma-Jane sending Alegria children home 

after Mass in their Sunday-service multi-cab. 



Catechists, we need at least 24 more just to consolidate the 10 Centers we try to maintain.   The reality 

is that we need at least 3 or 4 Catechists devoted to each Center and it isn’t possible to expect the 

average volunteer Catechist to do more than one Center per week.  Each Catechist must devote around 

6 – 8 hours for one Catechism session on a given weekend.  Such a thing is quite a sacrifice for any 

Catechist who is working a job or who is a full time Student.   In addition to those Catechists dedicated 

to teaching the various levels at a given Center, other volunteers are required for the most important 

related works such as follow-up home visitations, the preparation of the sick to receive the Sacraments 

and the rectification of Marriages.  Needless to say, we scratch our heads quite often wondering how we 

can take care of so many souls who need our help without an entire army of Catechists and lay Apostles. 

This can’t be done without more trained Catechists at our disposal to send to these Centers.  The 

remaining nuts and bolts such as building small Chapels for the occasional Mass and to serve as a 

Catechism classroom, and all of the necessary politics to get that far, the improving of the 

communication links and transportation for Sunday Mass, are things that come by themselves once 

Catechists are dispatched and can begin to work any area with competency and consistency.   

But it isn’t easy because training Catechists 

is a real puzzle of time management.  The 

average young Pilipino will spend 8 – 10 

hours a day at school for 5 – 6 days a week, 

while many of his “free” days are occupied 

by other non-scholastic “mandatory” 

school sponsored events.  To find time to 

train him, or for him to find time to get 

away isn’t easy.  Then we must factor in 

the fact that the trainers, principally the 

Priests, have their hands full with basic 

pastoral & missionary work besides the 

battle against the Revolution, so that putting potential catechists and Priests together for real training is 

a tough proposition.  But, where there’s a will there’s a way and once our will finds the way, we will let 

you know, hopefully in the next newsletter. 

The Destruction of the Ubay Catechetical Center 
True to form, the Novus Ordo Clergy become most zealous when it is a matter of uprooting or at least 

obstructing Catholic Tradition with all their priestly authority and dignity.  By and large an invisible group 

to the average Pilipino in his life beyond the Church, the clergy make their voice heard loud and clear 

when it’s a question of Tradition starting to grow anywhere within their view.  

So it was this past Summer and Fall with our incipient Catechetical Center in Ubay, Bohol.   Years ago, 

our SSPX Apostolate had begun to offer Mass occasionally in a private devotional Chapel in honour of 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help.  The apostolate became more intense and fruitful in the past year.  

Historically, this specific devotional Chapel had become, since World War II, a sort of minor Pilgrimage 

site for people of the area who are attracted to the miraculous image enshrined there.  In fact, years 

ago, as the image was on its way to instalment in a private home, it miraculously survived shipwreck to 

Catechism children respectfully greet Fr. Pfluger and Fr. Kopf. 



Fr. Alexander Hora imposing the Scapular.  Hundreds came to receive 

Scapulars, but this would lead to the renewed condemnation of Catholic 

Tradition in Ubay Bohol.  

the astonishment of the owners.  

They decided to build a Shrine to 

honour the image.  Later, during 

World War II, the Japanese on patrol 

through the area, completely missed 

the Shrine as if it were invisible to 

them, and the devotees who were 

praying publicly in the Shrine and 

even ringing the Church bell, were 

spared their cruelties.  Such local lore 

has created a constant flow of 

devotees to the Shrine every 

Saturday.  Throughout the past year, 

during our occasional Saturday 

Masses, around 40 – 60 people 

would happily attend. 

This past summer, at the Shrine Fiesta in June, in honour of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, our Mindanao 

Fathers and 2 Catechists labored for one week there to establish a Catechetical Center, and to set up a 

system for the more devoted and capable faithful to make the 45 minute journey around the Bohol hills 

to Sunday morning Mass, located in the middle of Bohol Island.  The Fiesta activity, with its evening 

processions, catechisms, scapulars and Miraculous medals was, I suppose, too much Tradition for clergy 

comfort.  To them, it seemed as if Tradition could really make an impact, though to us, we were merely 

trying to save what could be saved.  The clergy called together the leading families who represent the 

governing board of the Shrine and gave them some kind of ultimatum.  Whatever it was that the clergy 

told the people, the clear message the people took home was: “Get rid of those Priests and we will take 

care of you.  But if you don’t get rid of them, your children will receive no scholarships, and you will have 

difficulty in getting your paperwork such as Baptismal certificates.”  To the Pilipino villager, this is 

equivalent to social death.  

The following month in July, the SSPX was thrown out by the Board.  When I visited again with one 

Catechist to assess damages, it was an absolute ghost town.  Whereas before, the visit of the Priest and 

Catechist would bring the children out-of-doors running to greet the Priest, upon this post-mortem visit, 

no one stirred, and everyone, through sheer fear, remained indoors.  After a while, I was able to 

penetrate a few homes and get the basic message I’ve described above. 

The saddest moment for these poor people occurred in November when agents of the board members 

destroyed the Traditional Altar my brother Fr. Joseph had installed earlier this year to provide a more 

suitable arrangement for the Holy Mass.  This sets a real seal upon the spiritual fate of these poor 

people, who rejecting Priests true to the Faith of their Fathers, place themselves unconditionally under 

the wolves of Vatican II.  I think right now we can say that we only have about 7 souls left, and our Iloilo 

Priests are doing what they can for them, even though their home environment has been made 

completely barren.  “When therefore you shall see the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel 

the prophet standing in the holy place: let him who reads understand…”  (Mtt 25:15) 



Fr. Hora explains the Scapular while Fr. Pfeiffer prepares 

Mass.  Four months later, the Traditional Altar would be 

destroyed to accommodate the Novus Ordo. 

Bishops are zealous too 
Our Cagayan de Oro Legion of Mary’s apostolate, endeavouring to bring the true Mass to the Catholics 

of Northern Mindanao, have hit some Cagayan de Oro clergy nerve centers.  It doesn’t help that their 

pastor and my assistant, Fr. Alexander Hora, is a former member of the Cagayan Diocese clergy and thus 

known by many Priests currently active in the Apostolate. As one by one, a few Novus Ordo Catholics 

come to understand Tradition, so the local clergy come to understand the threat Tradition represents to 

the Revolution.  Now while these converts to Tradition are few, their impact is far greater than their 

number. 

Since local clergy have attacked our work as 

“clandestine”, our faithful desired a public act of 

Faith that would bely this ridiculous claim.  This 

act of Faith, while yet in the planning stages, and 

while making the due polite request of the 

Bishop, elicited from him kind smiles, a meeting, 

the usual invitation to “dialogue” and the usual  

pastoral letter of condemnation.  This is the real 

modus operandi of our Novus Ordo Bishops 

here.  They are full-fledged bureaucrats who 

spend most of their time in social programs and 

dialogue.  Their real concrete and effective 

pastoral action is limited to condemning 

Tradition and finalizing the complete re-

definition of the Catholic Faith.   

Indeed, it is one of the special duties of the 

Society of St. Pius X to fight courageously and 

perseveringly this grave attempt by clergyman to 

kill the Catholic Church through changing the 

meanings of our Catholic Faith.  While our 

resources are small, many of our faithful are 

willing soldiers to fight for God’s honour in this 

time of Catholic crisis.  This is why throughout 

the Philippines our traditional Catholics in our 

Mass centers, as in France and elsewhere, make public professions of the Catholic Faith in order to 

maintain the public honour of God. 

Slowly but surely, St. Joseph’s Priory  
As you can see, many spiritual priorities have delayed the physical building of a suitable Church for St. 

Joseph’s Priory.    But on the other hand, it was an urgent spiritual necessity that prompted us to build 

the current temporary structure adjacent our new Priory in Davao.  This urgent necessity was provided 

by our local clergy.  In fact, for the past 2 years, every Sunday at 6:00 PM we have been celebrating holy 

Mass in a Shrine of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary administered by the lay association known as the 

Congregation of the Perpetual Rosary Movement, but owned by the Diocese of Davao.  Because the 



The temporary Church being erected beside St. Joseph 

Priory to accommodate the faithful while waiting for 

the proper Church to be built. 

main benefactress of the lay Congregation was favourable to the Traditional Mass, the administrators 

allowed us to use it, and we were hoping that this tenuous situation would last until we could build our 

true Church.  It didn’t.  

Indeed, upon our establishing a Priestly presence in 

Davao, our good faithful were initially worried about 

any kind of active apostolate.  The reason was that 

our precarious Shrine situation would be uncovered 

and we would be kicked out.  Their fears were 

justified.  But it’s impossible to have 2 or 3 Society 

Priests in any spot without something happening.  

After our first Rosary Crusade in October of last year, 

the Pastor of the Novus Ordo Church, which is 

located below the Shrine by the distance of the kick 

of a football, came storming in to our Mass 

demanding we vacate.  “You don’t have any right to 

be here!” he stormed.  I calmly asked him: “If I asked 

you permission to be here, would you allow me?  Or 

would the Bishop allow me?”  “No!” he said.  “So 

then,” I said, “We never asked, we are here under the CPRM’s permission.”  He left very angry and 

returned several times and threatened lock out etc.  This year, with the change of Pastor, came a more 

efficacious policy and the Pastor and Bishop 

were able to convince the CPRM to get rid of 

us.  So we were thrown out in August of this 

year.  

Consequently, for the period from August 

through November we held the 6:00 PM Davao 

Mass in a very porous tent.  Now, we are 

nearing completion of a temporary Church to 

the side of our Priory built over its porch that 

will maintain us for a year or more pending the 

construction of a proper Church that will arise 

above and across the Priory building itself.  Our 

temporary structure is suitable as a small 

flagship for Tradition in Davao and can 

accommodate 120 people under the roof and 

another 80 and more in the back outside (the favourite seating for Pilipinos anyway). 

How can you help 
The biggest and best way is for competent craftsmen or workers to volunteer here for 8 months to a 

year.  Any time less than that isn’t worth the trouble.  And though our support structure to receive this 

kind of help is not yet in place, it is useful to consider it here for the future. Craftsmen or teachers can 

be most helpful supplements to Catechetical Centers and in Catechist training, if we think of these 

St. Joseph’s Priory with the Temporary Church on the left.  The 

proper Church will be built above the ground level and will go 

across the 1
st

 storey. 



Centers and this training as offering 

more than spiritual development and if 

we consider how such training of the 

man is a great support to his Catholic 

life.  By such training we mean trade-

school type instruction, or even English 

or other supporting subjects of which 

one may be capable.  However, if 

anyone is really serious about this idea; 

think twice and contact us personally.  

In reality, it is not an easy proposition 

and requires a religious sort of 

commitment as well as sufficient 

personal means.  

Another way is by financially supporting 

the Catechetical Centers for any and all 

of their numerous facets, especially Catechist training and the transportation of the catechized to 

Sunday Mass.   Regarding the costs of this transportation aspect, a few examples will suffice.  It costs 

3500 Pesos per Sunday to transport 70 – 90 people to Mass on Sunday to our General Santos Mission.  

In Davao, to transport 20 people to Mass for roundtrip distance of 70 km, costs only 600 pesos for gas 

for a borrowed vehicle, but 2500 pesos for a rented vehicle.  For the case of Ubay, in Bohol, it costs 1500 

pesos to transport only 7 people to Mass. Averaging all this out shows that it costs about 65 pesos a 

person per Sunday, or a little less than two dollars and a little more than a Euro.  Any and all donations 

will most certainly be spent. 

Another way you could help us is by financial support for our construction projects, whether here in 

Davao or Gensan or in our villages. 

And finally, you can help us by your prayers and sacrifices, and in this, we too make it a point to help 

you.  In fact, we Priests fully realize that our work here in the Philippines is no more Missionary than 

work in your own countries.  Or to put it differently, your own home countries are as much in need of 

Missionary work as the Philippines.  May we indeed work together in the vineyard of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

Please be assured of our thanks and our prayers. 

In Our Lord, 

Fr. J. Timothy Pfeiffer. SSPX 

 

 

 

Perspective for the future Church of St. Joseph’s Priory.  It is designed 

to be built over the first storey of the Priory, incorporating this strong 

structure and maximizing the 844 square meter property space. 


