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Among Catholics throughout the world it is 
customary to make the crib.  This puts us back in 
illo tempore (at that time) when God became 
Man.  Let us now see the origin of the Crib. 
The following is taken from the Life of St. 
Francis by  St. Bonaventure.

It happened in the third year before his 
death that St. Francis decided, in order to 
arouse devotion, to celebrate at Greccio 
with the greatest possible solemnity the 
memory of the birth of the Child Jesus. 
So that this would not be considered a 
type of novelty, he petitioned for and 
obtained permission from the Supreme Pontiff.

He had a crib prepared, hay carried in and an ox and an 
ass led to the place. The friars are summoned, the people 
come, the forest resounds with their voices and that 
venerable night is rendered brilliant and solemn by a 
multitude of bright lights and by resonant and harmonious 
hymns of praise.

The man of God stands before the crib, lled with 
affection, bathed in tears and overowing with joy. A 
solemn Mass is celebrated over the crib, with Francis as 
deacon chanting the holy Gospel. Then he preaches to the 
people standing about concerning the birth of the poor 
King, whom, when he wished to name him, he called in his 
tender love, the Child of Bethlehem.

A certain virtuous and truthful knight, Sir John of 
Greccio, who had abandoned worldly military activity out 
of love of Christ and had become an intimate friend of the 
man of God, claimed that he saw a beautiful little boy 
asleep in the crib and that the blessed father Francis 
embraced it in both of his arms and seemed to wake it from 
sleep.

Not only does the holiness of the witness make credible 
this vision of the devout knight, but also the truth it 
expresses proves its validity and the subsequent miracles 
conrm it. For Francis's example when considered by the 
world is capable of arousing the hearts of those who are 

sluggish in the faith of Christ.
The hay from the crib was kept by the people 

and miraculously cured sick animals and 
drove away different kinds of pestilence. 
Thus God gloried his servant in every way 
and demonstrated the efcacy of his holy 
prayer by the evident signs of wonderful 
miracles

S t .  F ranc i s '  i dea  o f  b r ing ing 
Bethlehem into one's own town spread 
quickly all over the Christian world and 
soon there were Christmas cribs in 
churches and homes. 

Prayer before the Crib
I ADORE Thee, O Word Incarnate, true SON of GOD 

from all eternity, and true Son of Mary ever Virgin in the 
fullness of time. When I adore thy divine Person, and the 
Humanity united to thy Divinity, I venerate the poor 
manger which welcomed Thee when an Infant, and 
which was truly the throne of thy love. I prostrate myself 
before it with the simplicity of the shepherds, with the 
faith of Joseph, with the love of Mary. I bow down in 
veneration of this precious memorial of our salvation 
with the same spirit of mortication, poverty and 
humility with which Thou, though the LORD of heaven 
and earth, didst choose for thyself a manger wherein to 
lay thy tender infant limbs. And Thou, O LORD, who in 
thine Infancy didst deign to lay thyself in this manger, 
vouchsafe also to pour into my heart a drop of that joy to 
which the sight of thy lovely Childhood, and the miracles 
which accompanied thy Birth, gave rise. By that holy 
Birth, I now implore Thee to grant to all the world peace 
and goodwill, and in the name of the whole human race I 
render thanks and honour to GOD the FATHER, and to 
GOD the HOLY GHOST, who with Thee live and reign 
one GOD world without end. Amen.

(The above prayer is taken from the Raccolta.)

Christmas Crib Tradition

Fr. Gregory Norohna



Pax Tecum Issue No. 12 : November - December 2016

2

Anyone who met Padre 
Pio believed that he had a 
direct connection with the 
afterlife. When asked about a 
dead relative or friend, it was 
fascinating the good Padre 
always had an answer.

Padre Pio said of Heaven: 
" H e a v e n  i s  t o t a l  j o y , 
continuous joy. We will be 
constantly thanking God. It is 
useless to try to figure out 
exactly what heaven is like, 
because we can't understand 
it. But when the veil of this 
life is taken off, we will 
understand things in a 
different way." 

" . . . at night when I close 
my eyes the veil is lifted and I 
see paradise open up before 
me: and gladdened by this 
vision I sleep with a smile of 
sweet beatitude on my lips 
and a perfectly tranquil 
countenance . . . " 

“More souls of the dead 
from Purgatory than of the 
living climb this mountain to attend my Masses and seek 
my prayers."

“The souls in Purgatory pray for us, and their 
prayers are even more effective than ours, because they 
are accompanied by their suffering. So, let's pray for 
them, and let's pray them to pray for us."

“You will be surprised to find in Paradise souls you 
never expected to be there."

"Most of the saved pass through Purgatory before 
arriving at the fullness of beatitude."

Gerardo De Caro had long conversations with Padre 
Pio in 1943. In his written notes, he testies: "Padre Pio 
had an exact knowledge of the state of a soul after death, 
including the duration of the pain until it reached total 
purification.”

The Venerable Pope Pius XII (March 2, 1876 - 
October 9, 1958)

Pope Pius XII died in Castelgandolfo on October 9, 
1958. On that day, Padre Pio told a friar: "Pius XII is in 
heaven. I saw him during Mass."

One night Padre Pio was sitting alone absorbed in 
prayer in a room at the convent when an old man entered 
and sat next to him: "I looked at him but never thought of 
how he managed to get in the friary at that hour. I asked 
him, 'Who are you? What do you want?' The man 

answered, 'Padre Pio, I am 
Pietro di Mauro, nicknamed 
Precoco. I died in this friary 
[in a re] on September 18, 
1908, in room number 4. I am 
still in Purgatory, and I need 
a Mass to free my soul from 
i t .  G o d  h a s  g i v e n  m e 
permission to come to you 
and ask for your prayers.' 
After I had listened to his 
story, I said, 'You can rest 
assured that I will celebrate 
Mass tomorrow for your 
liberation.' " Padre Pio 
reported: "I was agitated. I 
told the superior Father 
Paolino da Casacalenda 
what had happened and 
asked to celebrate the Mass 
for Pietro." Father Paolino 
gave the permission and later 
went to consult the registry at 
City Hall. In that date, a re 
had killed a man with that 
name.  

P a d r e  P a o l i n o  d a 
Casacalenda

In 1918, Padre Paolino da Casacalenda was the 
Superior of the convent in San Giovanni Rotondo, when 
Padre Pio received the Wounds. From 1944 to 1950 he 
was Superior Provincial in Foggia. He had the idea of 
organizing a system of reservations for the confessions to 
Padre Pio that started on January 7,1950. He wrote his 
memories in a manuscript.

Cleonice Morcaldi with Padre Pio
Padre Pio to Cleonice Morcaldi, a month after the 

death of her mother: "This morning your mom flew to 
Paradise. I saw her during Mass."

Padre Pio reported to Padre Anastasio di Roio: "One 
night I was alone in the choir and I saw a friar cleaning 
the altar late at night. I asked him to go to bed since it 
was so late. He said, 'I'm a friar like you. I did here my 
novitiate and when assigned to take care of the Altar, and I 
passed many times in front of the Tabernacle without 
making the proper reverence. For this sin I am in 
Purgatory, and the Lord sent me to you. You decide how 
much longer I have to suffer in those flames.' I told him, 
until the Mass in the morning. He said"Cruel" and 
disappeared. I still have a wound in my heart. I could 
have sent him immediately to Paradise, instead he had to 
stay one more night in the flames of Purgatory."

Padre Onorato Marcucci at the back of Padre Pio
Padre Pio told Padre Onorato Marcucci who was 

St. Padr Pio on Purgatory
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helping him. "Last night I was not well and didn't make 
you sleep. I have been thinking how to compensate you, 
so I took a plenary indulgence for your mother to send her 
to Paradise."

Padre Pio: "I believe that not a great number of souls 
go to hell. God loves us so much. He formed us at his 
image. God loves us beyond understanding. And it is my 
belief that when we have passed from the consciousness 
of the world, when we appear to be dead, God, before He 
judges us, will give us a chance to see and understand 
what sin really is. And if we understand it properly, how 
could we fail to repent?"

Florence Fine Ehrman'd father contracted in 1965 a 
severe form of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. He asked for 
Padre Pio's prayers. Her father died in January 1966. She 
went to Padre Pio in October 1967 asking if her father, a 
devout Jew, was saved. "Julius Fine is saved, but we need 
to pray a lot for him."

Padre Raffaele da Sant'Elia a Pianisi
One night in 1944, the friars heard loud voices coming 

from downstairs saying "Viva Padre Pio". The superior 
Padre Raffaele da Sant'Elia a Pianisi told the doorkeeper 
Fra Gerardo da Deliceto to let those people out and lock the 
door properly. Fra Gerardo went downstairs, didn't nd 
anybody, and the door was double locked as it was 
supposed to. He went back to report. Padre Raffaele was 
puzzled and went straight to Padre Pio asking if he knew 
something. "Oh! Those were soldiers who had died on the 
battleground, and came to thank me for their salvation."

Fra Modestino da Pietrelcina
In 1945, Fra Modestino asked Padre Pio a comparison 

between a re on hearth and the ames of Purgatory. "They 
compare like fresh water and boiling water." Fra 
Modestino was from the same town of Padre Pio. His 
family was a neighbor and his mother grazed the sheep at 
Piana Romana, like Francesco. He was the doorkeeper of 
the convent and he did the inventory of the cell after Padre 
Pio's death. He enjoyed a special spiritual relationship with 
Padre Pio. 

One day Padre Pio told his doctor: "I'm praying for the 
good death of my great great grandfather." "But he died 
more than one hundred years ago!" "Remember that for 
God there is no past and no future, and everything is 
present. So God made use at that time of the prayers I'm 
saying now."

In 1922, Bishop Alberto Costa asked Padre Pio if he had 
ever seen a soul in Purgatory. "I have seen so many of 
them that they don't scare me anymore."

A friar testied: "We were all in the dining room when 
Padre Pio got suddenly up and walked at steady pace to the 
door of the convent. He opened it and started having a 
conversation. The two friars that went with him didn't see 
anybody and started thinking that something might be 
wrong with Padre Pio. On the way back to the dining area 
Padre Pio explained. 'Don't worry. I was talking to some 
souls on their way from Purgatory to Paradise. They 
came to thank me that I remembered them today in the 
M a s s . '  " 
Padre Pio said: "More souls of the dead from Purgatory 

than of the living climb this mountain to attend my 
Masses and seek my prayers." 

One time someone asked Padre Pio how Purgatory 
could be avoided. He replied, "By accepting everything 
from God's hand. Offering everything up to Him with 
love and thanksgiving will enable us to pass from our 
deathbed to paradise.”

Nina Campanile's brother Pasqualino died in combat 
on September 26, 1916. Her mom sent Nina with her 
teacher Vittorina Ventrella to ask Padre Pio if Pasqualino 
was saved. "Yes he is saved, but he needs your 
prayers."She asked again on Christmas 1918. "He is up 
there!”

Carmela Marocchino's brother Padre Vittore da 
Canosa died suddenly on January 29, 1958. Carmela 
asked Padre Pio why the sudden death. "Do you know 
what Jesus did of your brother? Jesus went into the 
garden, and there were many flowers, and one was more 
beautiful than the others. He leaned on the most 
beautiful and picked it. "Is he saved?" "Yes, but we need 
to pray." On July 29, she asked again if he was saved. "My 
daughter, we priests are more responsible in front of 
God. Let's continue praying." On December 29, 1958, 
she asked again were her brother was. "He is in 
Paradise."

Carmela Marocchino asked Padre Pio if her parents 

Padre Onorato Marcucci at the back of Padre Pio
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Indulgences	for	the	Holy	Souls
	 Visit	 to	 a	Cemetery:	An	 indulgence,	 applicable	only	 to	 the	 Souls	 in	Purgatory,	 is	
granted	to	the	faithful,	who	devoutly	visit	a	cemetery	and	pray,	even	if	only	mentally,	
for	 the	 departed.	 The	 indulgence	 is	 plenary	 each	 day	 from	 the	 1st	 to	 the	 8th	 of	
November.		
	Visit	to	a	Church	or	Oratory	on	All	Souls'	Day:	A	plenary	indulgence,	applicable	to	the	
Souls	in	Purgatory,	is	granted	to	the	faithful,	who	on	All	Souls'	Day	visit	a	church	and	
pray	for	the	dead.	
	(Prayers	for	the	intention	of	the	Holy	Father,	and	Confession	and	Communion	within	
eight	days	are	required	to	gain	the	indulgences.)	

were safe. "Even if your parents are in Paradise we need 
to continue to pray. If they don't need prayers the 
suffrage are applied to other souls."

Padre Francesco Napolitano reported what he had 
heard from Orazio, Padre Pio's father. Orazio went to 
spend some few days with hi son in 1926. He was assigned 
cell #10. When he tried to enter the cell, two friars stood in 
front of the door, not letting him in. He explained who he 
was, to no avail. When he made a step to force himself in, 
they disappeared. He was terrorized, and went to Padre 
Pio. "Dad, don't get agitated, those are two poor friars in 
Purgatory. They have to serve their Purgatory in the spot 

were they disobeyed the rule of St. Francis."
Padre Pietro Tartaglia
Padre Francesco Napolitano reported that in 1945 Fra 

Pietro, entering his cell at night, saw a young friar sitting 
on his desk, with the head down like he was meditating. He 
asked who he was, but he disappeared. Terrorized, he run 
to Padre Pio. Padre Pio accompanied him back to his cell 
and said: "That young friar is a poor novice who is 
serving his purgatory in this cell. But don't worry he will 
not bother you again, and you will never see him again."

"The souls in Purgatory repay the prayers that we say 
for them."

“When we pray for the souls in Purgatory we will 
always get something back."

 "The souls in Purgatory pray for us."
Padre Giuseppe Antonio da San Marco in Lamis was ill 

in the Foggia convent. On December 30, 1936, Padre Pio 
was asked to pray for him because his heath was 
deteriorating. That night somebody knocked at Padre Pio's 
door. Padre Giuseppe entered in the room. "How are you 
doing? They told me that you were gravely ill and now i 
see you here." "I'm well," Padre Giuseppe replied. "All my 
suffering has ended, and I came to thank you for your 
prayers." Then he disappeared. Padre Pio told to the other 
friars what had happened. Nobody knew yet that Padre 
Giuseppe had died. Later they found out that he had died at 
the same time that he had visited Padre Pio.

Maria Pompilio receiving Communion from Padre 
Pio

Maria Pompilio, when her brother died, asked Padre 
Pio to intercede so that he could come in her dreams. Her 
brother came in a dream and said: "Padre Pio assisted me 
in my agony. He stayed until the Judge judged me. I was 
given eleven years of Purgatory, but for intercession of 
Padre Pio the pain was reduced to one year. Many 
mysteries in the life of Padre Pio will be known only in the 
other world." The morning after Maria went to see Padre 
Pio. from afar he said: "Are you glad now?" "Yes, it seems 
that you are everywhere." "What sense has for me being 
on Earth if i can't go up and down. I know. Your brother 
told you that the mystery of my life will be known only in 
Paradise."
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Nothing is accidental with God, so it is not mere 
coincidence that the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
which falls on December 12 in the United States, is within 
the Octave of the Feast of The Immaculate Conception, 
December 8 and following. In both appearances-----at 
Lourdes, France in 1858 and on Tepeyac Hill in Mexico in 
1531-----she appeared to a lone seer, each one being very 
poor and most pure, and said "I am" and gave her name in 
reference to each apparition: "I am the Immaculate 
Conception" and " I am your Mother." In the rst 
apparition the healing that followed was spiritual-----that 
of conversion from barbarism to the sweetness of 
Catholicism; in the second, physical cures as well as 
conversions. But the signicance of the titles she gave 
includes the close connection between two apparitions 
that were 327 years apart. In both Mary's Motherhood is 
proclaimed. At Guadalupe she came as "Mother", Mother 
of the poor, the Mother of Sorrows and the Mother of God, 
as depicted in her garments which to the Indian natives of 
Mexico were evidence of her approaching time at 
Bethlehem. At Lourdes, Mary's 
Divine maternity is enshrined in her 
Immaculate Conception, God's 
great work and miracle, the Mother 
of God and of the Church, who was 
conceived without Original Sin, 
who bears the Savior of Mankind. 
The name Guadalupe, is roughly 
translated as the "savior from the 
devil." In truth both apparitions are 
Apocalyptic, for Our Lady is the 
Woman with the Twelve Stars who 
will crush the seed of Satan. From 
the time of the appearance of the 
Miraculous Image on the tilma of 
St. Juan Diego, Catholics, both Spaniard and Indian, 
Americans and Europeans, have believed that there is a 
relationship between the Immaculate Conception and 
Guadalupe. Although the dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception was declared centuries after Guadalupe, as 
with the dogma of the Assumption, its belief was 
intrinsically held by the faithful since the beginning of the 
Church. And the same with the Immaculate Conception. 
For two hundred years after the apparition at Guadalupe 
on Tepeyac Hill this connection was evident by the 
discussions of the "Woman clothed with the sun" in 
Apocalypse 12, 1 and following, and its likeness to the 
Miraculous Figure of the Mother of God on the tilma. By 
the time of Guadalupe, it was already commonplace 
among Catholics to identify the Woman of the Apocalypse 
with the Immaculate Conception. In more recent times it 
has been noted that the words Our Lady used to identify 
herself to Juan Diego, "Quetzalcoatl", that is, I am the one 
who has crushed the head of the serpent. To the Spanish 
ear, the name transliterated into Guadalupe, the name of a 

Our Lady Of Guadalupe — Feast day 12th December

popular shrine in Spain. And thus this version became the 
popularized title for our Lady in Mexico, not just Spain. 
But if one thinks that the mere similar pronunciation of the 
two words provides the actual link between the Virgin of 
Guadalupe in Spain and Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico 
and the Immaculate Conception, then one is mistaken, for 
that similarity is but a signpost: I cite from A 
HANDBOOK ON GUADALUPE by the Franciscan 
Friars of the Immaculate, pp. 160-161: By the end of the 
15th century the Franciscans had placed in the shrine of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe in Extremadura, Spain, a statue of 
the Immaculate Conception, one which soon became a 
popular object of veneration. There is also good evidence 
that the same statue had already been made known by the 
Franciscan missionaries in Mexico to the Indians and that 
perhaps a reproduction was already venerated in the 
vicinity of Tepeyac. Now, the similarity between the 
depiction of the Immaculate in the statue placed by the 
Friars Minor in the sanctuary of Extremadura and the 
Image on the tilma is extraordinarily close, so close that 

a n y o n e  f r o m  t h e  r e g i o n  o f 
Extremadura, like the Spanish 
translator in the Bishop's palace, 
h e a r i n g  w h a t  s o u n d e d  l i k e 
G u a d a l u p e ,  w o u l d  h a v e 
spontaneously associated this Image 
with the Immaculate Conception 
statue in Spain.  In the Franciscan 
tradition the Immaculate is Our Lady, 
Queen  of  the  Angels ,  whose 
Portiuncula (Little Portion) was the 
chapel where Angels were often seen 
to descend and ascend, waiting on 
their Queen and her clients, "the rest 
of her offspring," i.e., the rest of the 

Savior's brethren (cf. Apoc. 12: 17). This is the place where 
St. Francis came to understand his vocation, found his 
Order and where he died. When, therefore, the good 
Bishop beheld the roses spilling on the oor, it was not 
only a sign that he could believe Juan Diego, but an answer 
to his own prayer for a sign assuring the success of the 
evangelization and the pacication of the two peoples. 
When he saw the image of Our Lady supported by an 
Angel at her feet on the tilma, he could not help but 
recognize the Franciscan mode of conceiving the 
Immaculate as Queen of the Angels. The link between 
Guadalupe in Mexico, Guadalupe in Spain and the 
Immaculate Conception was xed. The core of the Perfect 
Virgin's message at every authenticated appearance since, 
because she is the Immaculate, rests upon her maternal 
mediation as Dispenstrix of God's mercy and grace. It is 
she upon whom the Angels wait, the Angels venerated at 
both Guadalupe shrines. Now, let us look at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe as this is the Feast we celebrate here: Against 
every oppressor, against every persecutor, Our Lady 

A Little Discourse



the Church of England from the Roman Catholic Church, 
and ordered all its members, clergymen, and public 
ofcials to take an oath recognizing the legitimacy of the 
king's marriage despite the declaration of the Pope. St. 
Thomas More refused to take this oath. In November 1534 
Parliament passed the Act of Supremacy making Henry 
VIII supreme head of the Church in England. The clergy 
were required to take an oath accepting that as well; only 
one bishop, St. John Fisher, refused. He was martyred for it 
on June 22, 1535; St. Thomas More was martyred July 6, 
1535. In April 1536 Parliament and king, prodded by the 
rapacious Thomas Cromwell, expropriated the land and all 
the property of every monastery in England. The parallel is 
breathtakingly precise, diamond-clear. As the people of 
England went out of the Church Christ founded, the people 
of Mexico came into it. The consequences to the Church of 
the loss of England reverberate down the centuries; she has 
suffered few greater losses in the whole of the Christian era. 
The consequences to the Church of 
the conversion of the majority of 
the population of the New 
World who live south of the 
United States still lie mostly 
in the future. But no part of 
t h e  w o r l d  i s  m o r e 
Catholic, and few equally 
so-----and that is, above 
all, the gift of the Virgin of 
Guadalupe. ---------OUR 
LADYOF GUADALUPE, 

Warren H.  Carrol l , 
Christendom Press, pp. 112-
113.
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OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
A Visit to the Image 

The faithful who devoutly visit an image of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe exposed in some church  may gain: 

An indulgence of 300 days once a day;
An indulgence of 7 years on the twelfth day of any 

month; 
A plenary indulgence on the Feast of the Maternity of 

the B.V.M. on the last Sunday after Pentecost and on the 
12th day of December, with the addition of confession, 
Communion and prayer for the intentions of the Sovereign 
Pontiff (S. C. Ind., July 8,1908; S. P. Ap., May 12, 1931, 
Jan. 26, and March 18, 1932). 

A Devout Exercise 
The faithful who devoutly visit an image of the Virgin 

Mother of God of "Guadalupe," exposed 
in some church or public oratory, on any of the ve 

Sundays immediately preceding the Feast of the 
Apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe may gain: 

A plenary indulgence, if they make their confession, 
receive Holy Communion and pray for the intentions of the 
Holy Father (S. P. Ap., May 12, 1931) . 

stands: Maria Morena, the Dark Virgin, gentle, loving, 
invulnerable, inextinguishably shining. Neither narrow- 
minded later Spaniards who disapproved of her too 
common associations (there has always been a certain 
type of Christian who tends to nd Mary very 
undignied) nor antiCatholic fanatics who saw the 
Church as the supreme obstacle to what they called 
"progress", dared for centuries to touch her. But they 
could not forget that she was there. Finally, in perhaps the 
greatest crisis in Mexican history after the conquest itself, 
when the revolutionary constitution of 1917 (the year 
Mary appeared at Fatima) had turned over full control of 
the Church in Mexico to the bitterly anti-Catholic 
government of Obregon and Calles, the Church's enemies 
struck at Our Lady of Guadalupe directly. A bomb was 
concealed in a bouquet of owers placed under her sacred 
image on November 14, 1921. It exploded during Mass. 
Pieces of stone were ripped from the sanctuary; the force 
of the explosion twisted a heavy metal cross on the altar 
into an almost circular shape. But not one worshipper in 
the packed church was hurt; and the sacred image was 
absolutely untouched. A chapel of reparation was later 
added to the church of Our Lady of Guadalupe, with the 
twisted cross placed in it to remind the faithful of the evil 
that had struck and the protection that had been given. The 
symbolism was also profound. For it is the Cross that 
good Christians must bear, the Cross that represents both 
the power of the forces of destruction and the means of 
redemption; but the Mother of God is forever safe. and her 
portrait belongs to the Catholic people of Mexico and will 
not be taken from them. Mexico's faith survived Obregon 
and Calles, as it had survived all its enemies before them. 
In recent years the Mexican government has become less 
hostile to the Faith. Millions greeted Pope John Paul II 
when, on January 27, 1979, he became the rst Pope to 
visit the shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe and to behold 
directly the portrait of the Mother of God . . . But Our 
Lady of Guadalupe is not only the "Happiness of 
Mexico." Every well authenticated personal appearance 
of the Mother of God in history is immensely signicant 
to the whole world. No more than it could be a 
coincidence that there were ve million Indian baptisms 
in Mexico in the rst ve years after she appeared on the 
hill of Tepeyac, can it be a coincidence that those ve 
same years, 1532-1536, were the years that England left 
the Catholic Church. In April 1532, just ve months after 
the apparition, the clergy of England formally submitted 
to the authority of Henry VIII, who was demanding an 
annulment of his marriage to Catherine of Aragon-----
Queen Isabel's youngest daughter-----which Pope 
Clement VII had refused, on the best of grounds, to grant. 
The next month St. Thomas More resigned as Chancellor 
of England because his king was moving into rebellion 
against the Church Christ founded. In May 1533 Thomas 
Cranmer, Henry VIII's choice as Archbishop of 
Canterbury (the highest ecclesiastical ofce in England), 
recognized Henry's marriage to Anne Boleyn, and in July 
Pope Clement excommunicated the King of England. In 
March 1534 Parliament declared the nal severance of 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

08.30  First Rosary (confessions)
09.00  Conference "The great secret of Fatima on the 
 13 July 1917"
10.00  Second Rosary (confessions)
10.30  HOLY MASS
12.00  Lunch break
13.00  Conference "The 2nd part of the secret:  
 the consecration of Russia"
14.00   Third Rosary
14.30   Conference "The so-called Third Secret"
15.30   Coffee break
16.00   Conference "FATIMA and the MILITIA IMMACULATAE"
16.30   Enrollments in the Militia Immaculatae and renewal of the 
 Act of Consecration (around 17.30 end of the recollection)

 Importance of Fatima Apparitions

THEME:
THE GREAT SECRET OF FATIMA EXPLAINED

(CONSECRATION OF RUSSIA TO THE 
IMMACULATE HEART, THE 

"THIRD SECRET OF FATIMA)

 DATE: 27th NOVEMBER, 2016

VENUE: XAVIER CENTRE OF HISTORICAL
 RESEARCH HALL, PORVORIM

Conference in Goa

Miracle of the Sun at Fatima
Report of an Eye Witness of the Miracle of the Sun 

Prof. Jose de Almeida Garret

It must have been 1:30 p.m. when, at the exact spot 
where the children were standing, a thin light bluish cloud 
of smoke rose about two meters above their heads and, 
then, evaporated. This phenomenon was perfectly visible 
to the naked eye and lasted for some moments. I am not 
sure how long this phenomenon lasted; I don't know 
whether it was more than one minute or less. The smoke 
dissipated abruptly and, after a while, it appeared again; 
this also occurred a third time. 

The sky, which that had been cloudy all day, suddenly 
became clear. The rain stopped and it looked like the sun 
would ood with light the eld, which had looked gloomy 
on that wintery morning. I watched the place of the 
apparitions in a serene, almost cold, state, waiting for 
something to happen. My curiosity diminished as time 
passed and nothing had occurred to catch my attention. 
Moments before, the sun had broken through a thick layer 
of clouds, whicht had hidden it, and it then shone clearly 
and intensely. 

Suddenly I heard the clamor of thousands of voices, 
and saw the multitude scattering over that vast space 
beneath my feet ... turning their backs to the spot that they 
had been watching and looking in another direction. I also 
turned to that point that attracted their attention and I could 
see the sun, like a transparent disk with sharp edges, which 
shone without harming one's sight. It was impossible to 
confuse it with the sun one sees through a fog (at that 
moment there was no fog), since it was neither veiled nor 
opaque. 

In Fatima the sun maintained its light and warmth, 
and stood out clearly in the sky with a sharp edge, as if it 
were a [round] card table. What was most surprising was 
that one could look directly at the solar disk without 
hurting his eyes or damaging his retina. The solar disk did 
not remain immobile, but instead began to move 
vertiginously; not like a twinkling star with all its 
brilliance, but rather the disk spun around in a furious 
swirl. 

During the solar phenomenon that I am describing, 
there were also changes of color in the atmosphere. 
Looking at the sun, I noticed that everything was 
becoming dark. First, I looked at nearer objects and, then, 
extended my gaze to the horizon. I saw that everything had 
acquired an amethyst color: the objects around me, the sky 
and the atmosphere were all that same color. Then, 
everything changed – both near and far around me – taking 
on the yellowish color of an old apricot. It looked like the 
people were suffering from jaundice; I remember I had 
some fun seeing how ugly and unattractive the people 
looked. My own hand was the same color. 

Suddenly, I heard another clamor, a shout of anguish 
from the people. The sun, in its berserk swirling, appeared 
to have detached itself from the rmament and, red as 
blood, advanced threateningly toward the earth as if to 
crush us with its enormous ery weight. The sensation 
during those moments was dreadful. 

I observed all the phenomena I have described with a 
calm and serene mental state, without any emotional 
disturbance. It is for others to interpret and explain them. 
Finally, I want to declare that never – either before or after 
that October 13 [1917] – have I observed similar 
atmospheric or solar phenomenon.

(Prof. José Maria de Almeida Garret, Novos 
Documentos de Fatima, São Paulo: Ed. Loyola, 1984).  

First seen in  Foro Católico

Kindly pray many Rosaries for this Conference
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 SSPX CHAPELS
VASAI (MH)

St. Bartholomew Chapel. 
Sahyog Centre

Bhuigaon Dongari,
Dist: Palghar- 401201

 Vasai (West)
Maharashtra.

MALAD (MH)
Gratias Mariae Bldg,
Tank Road, Orlem, 

Malad (West)
Mumbai 400 064

Maharashtra.

GOA (GA)
Chapel of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Near Salvador do Mundo Church
Casa Luna, Opp. Syndicate Bank, 
Bus Stop, P.O. Alto Betim 403 101

Bardez, Goa.

BANGALORE (KA)
Corde Matris

1350 Gnanappnahalli,
Road, Begur.

Bangalore 560 068
Karnataka

CHENNAI (TN)
St. Anthony's Church,
33, Cathedral Road,

Opp. Stella Maris College,
Gopalapuram 600 086.

TRICHY (TN)
St. Joseph's Chapel

No. 14/2, North, 3rd Street,
Sinivasanagar, 

Vayalur Main Road, Trichy - 620017

MASS STIPEND: ` 250
(Novena = ` 2,500; Gregorian = ` 10,000 )

 VASAI 
Mrs. Helen D'Silva
+917709180391

MALAD
Mrs. Liesl Valladares

+919819915916

GOA
Mr. Vhelenie Lobo
+919822687859

BANGALORE
Mr. Benny Joseph
+919448067670

TRICHY
Mr. Louis Rajan
+919842465533

CHENNAI
Mr. David Pudota
+919445122353

 "This Newsletter is free of charge but not free of cost. Thank you for your support."

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER  2016  MASS PROGRAMME 

            VASAI  

NOVEMBER
 SAT 5/11:  6.00 PM 

(FOLLOWED BY BENEDICTION)

· SUN 6/11:  7.00 AM

· SAT 12/11:  6.00 PM

· SUN 13/11:  7.00 AM

· SAT 19/11:  6.00 PM

· SUN 20/11:  7.00 AM

· SAT 26/11:  6.00 PM

· SUN 27/11:  7.00 AM

DECEMBER
SAT 3/12:  6.00 PM 

(FOLLOWED BY BENEDICTION)

SUN 4/12:  7.00 AM

·SAT 10/12:  6.00 PM

·SUN 11/12:  7.00 AM

SAT 17/12:  6.00 PM

SUN 18/12:  7.00 AM

SUN 25/12:  12.00 AM

SAT 31/12:  6.00 PM

SUN 30/10:  7.00 AM

 

MALAD
NOVEMBER
· FRI 4/11:  6.00 PM
· SAT 5/11:   8.00 AM 
(FOLLOWED BY BENEDICTION)
· SUN 6/11:   10:30 AM
· SUN 13/11:   10:30 AM
· SUN 20/11:   10:30 AM
· SUN 27/11:   10:30 AM

DECEMBER
· FRI 2/12:   6.00 PM
· SAT 3/12:   8.00 AM  
(FOLLOWED BY BENEDICTION)
· SUN 4/12:   10:30 AM
· SUN 11/12:   10:30 AM
· SUN 18/12:   10:30 AM
· SUN 25/12:   10:30 AM

           BANGALORE 

NOVEMBER

   NO MASS

DECEMBER

   NO  MASS

             CHENNAI   

NOVEMBER
· SUN 6/11:   7:30AM

    LOW MASS

· SUN 13/11:   7:30AM 

    LOW MASS

· SUN 20/11:   7:30AM 

    LOW MASS

· SUN 27/11:   5:00PM

  

DECEMBER
· SUN 4/12:   5:00PM

· SUN 11/12:   7:30AM 

    LOW MASS

· SUN 18/12:   7:30AM

    LOW MASS

· SUN 25/12:   5:00PM

· MON 26/12:   8:30AM?

               GOA  

NOVEMBER
· SUN 6/11:  5:30 PM

· MON 7/11:  8:00 AM

· SUN 13/11:  5:30 PM

· MON 14/11:  8:00 AM

· SUN 20/11:  5:30 PM

· MON 21/11:  8:00 AM

· SUN 27/11:  10:30 AM 

(FR. KS RECOLLECTION)

· MON 28/11:  8:00AM

 

DECEMBER
· FRI 2/12:  5:30PM

· SAT 3/12:  10:00AM

· SUN 4/12:  10:00AM

. MON 5/12:  8:00AM

· SUN 11/12:  5:30PM

. MON 12/12:  8:30AM

· SUN 18/12:  5:30PM

· MON 19/12:  8:30AM

· SUN 25/12:  5:30PM

· MON 26/12:  8:30AM

TRICHY

NOVEMBER
· EVERY SUN:   7:30AM
(EXCEPT ON 6/11, 13/11 
AND 20/11:   12:30PM 
   LOW MASS

DECEMBER
EVERY SUN:   7:30AM
EXCEPT ON 11/12 AND 
18/12:      12:30PM 
   LOW MASS
· SUN 25/12:   12:00AM 
 AND   7:30AM
 


