
»   

Fornax Ardens Caritatis, Miserere Nobis 

 

“I Ask Faith” 

Profession of Faith  

Litany of the Sacred Heart 

On the Supernatural State 

Christianity in India 

Secret of Fatima 

The Importance of Faith  

Fraternitas Sacerdotalis Saint Pii X 

Jan - Feb 2018 

Cor Jesu 



  

 

Cor Jesu 

Newsletter of the 

Society of St. Pius X 

in South India 

  

January - February 2018 

Volume IV, Number 1 

 

Publisher 

Society of Saint Pius X 

8A/3, Annie Nagar 

Seevalaperi Road 

Palayamkottai 

Tamilnadu—627002 

India 

Tel: 0462-2586201 

mission.india@fsspx.asia 

 

District Superior 

Rev. Fr. Karl Stehlin 

 

Prior 

Rev. Fr. Therasian Babu 

 

Price 

Suggested donation: Rs. 300/- 

 

To Order 

Send email or write 

 

Internet 

fsspx.asia 



  

 

The Importance of Faith 

Editorial  

I Ask Faith from the Church  

Profession of Faith 

 

Spiritual Life 

Litany of the Sacred Heart   

On the Supernatural State 

Secret of Fatima 

 

 

Cor Jesu 

 

Other interests  

History of Christianity in India  

FSSPX News                      

                                                                                                                   

        

 

 

 



Letter  
from the 
Publisher 

Dear readers, 

 Cor Jesu got a new get-up! Cor Jesu has always been and will always be a tribute of homage to our 

holy patron of this mission.  In issuing this new version of ‘Cor Jesu’, our sole ambition is to make the         

Sacred Heart known and loved.  It is He who invited us… Come to me all you are burdened.  He claims His 

yoke is sweet!      

 Although His yoke is sweet and His burden light, nevertheless there are moments when we feel          

the yoke galling our shoulders.  Even to a spiritual giant like St. Paul, it happened that he groaned in the 

hour of trial.  Many causes, physical, mental, moral, contribute to this: human weakness, fickleness,                  

disappointment, frustration, failure, a sense of loneliness, inexperience, inability; all these, with or with-

out fault on our part, may sadden us and weigh us down. 

 St. Ignatius thus describes this state of the soul, “Darkness and doubt invade the soul, which feels 

drawn to things earthly; all sorts of inclinations and temptations make us anxious and perplexed; our 

trust in God seems to grow weak, and hope and love seem to wither away; the soul feels heavy, and 

sluggish, and tepid, and sad, and is tempted to think that it is abandoned by its Creator and Lord.” 

 All things considered, this state always conveys a special grace: if it is the result of some fault on 

our part, then it is a sharp and salutary warning from on high; if there is no fault of ours, then it is a trial 

sent by God rather a means by which He is cleansing our soul. “Every branch that beareth fruit, he will 

purge it, that is may bring forth more fruit” (Jn. 15: 2). 

 May these words ring in our ears whenever the yoke grows heavy and the burden presses us down. 

At times the Lord’s voice seems to be such gentle whisper, that we must believe in it before we can hear it. 



 

“Come to me all you that labor…”  He Himself calls us; therefore we shall be welcome. 

 Perhaps, when we strive in vain to go close to Him, we cry out, “But can He not come to us?”           

Indeed, He can, and He has come once and for all when He deigned to come and dwell amongst us; He 

comes every day during Holy Mass and in Holy Communion.  Not in visible form yet really and truly. But 

He treats us as beings endowed with free will; we must come to Him through our faith, our reverence, 

our ardent desire and our love. 

 However, we may pray to Him, as the priest does so often: “O God, come to many assistance;         

O Lord, make haste to help me.”  If this cry of distress comes from a sincere heart, how could He, who 

has called us to Himself, tarry and not run to our rescue, even before the cry for help has been uttered? 

“You would not seek me, if you had not already found me.”  Such is the simple truth, which faith alone 

can grasp, and by which it lives. 

 One day He will come to us for the last time.  Humbly, yet most confidently we hope that, in that 

hour He will say to us, “Come, ye blessed of my Father, possess you the kingdom prepared for you from 

the foundation of the world” (Mt. 25: 34) 

 But in the meantime, He does not abandon us here below to our own devices.  How could we dare 

doubt His positive promise?  “Come to me, all you that labor and are burdened: and I will refresh you”. 

He has an infinite number of ways to comfort and refresh us.  When it pleases Him, he will make us 

aware of His comforting presence.  When it pleases Him!  Can we not rest assured that what pleases Him 

is most salutary to us?  He has the power to lighten, nay to remove altogether the burden that weighs us 

down. He has power to increase our strength.  In this very manner, His own prayer was heard one day 

by the Father, Who refreshed and comforted Him in His agony. 

 At times, we are granted a deeper understanding of the value of suffering, which is the great lesson 

of His own life: “Ought not Christ to have suffered those things, and so to enter into his glory?” (Lk. 24: 26). 

Or we grow aware of the fact that Jesus has enrolled us in “His school”.  “Take up my yoke upon you, 

and learn of me because I am meek and humble of heart, and you shall find rest to your souls.  For my 

yoke is sweet, and my burden light” (Mt. 11: 29, 30).  

 I wish all our readers a blessed New Year. 

Benedicamus Domino, 

Fr. Therasian + 



 

P erhaps there are some among you who 

are having doubts. They are maybe  

wondering why Archbishop Lefebvre has 

come here to Venice, without having been in-

vited by Cardinal Cé. My presence here         

creates a situation which, in the Church, is not               

normal. 

 This is true. When I was Archbishop of 

Dakar, if a bishop had come to my diocese 

without having asked me and without having 

been invited, I would have been very surprised. 

I realize this, that we are dealing with an                 

abnormal situation. We must ask ourselves what 

the present situation in the Church is. 

I Ask Faith from the Church 
- the Catholic Faith! 

Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre  
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A Society to Serve the Church                   

 Never, never would I have wanted to do 

anything contrary to the Church! All my life 

has been devoted to the service of the Church. 

In my fifty years of priesthood, thirty-three of 

them as a bishop, I have done nothing but 

serve the Church as a missionary, as a bishop 

in France, as Superior General of the Holy 

Ghost Fathers, and as a missionary bishop. 

The young seminarians and the priests that 

you see here with me represent a very small 

part of all those presently studying in my five 

seminaries. 

 Ten years ago, I began this work - this        

Society of St. Pius X - with the intention of 

wanting always to serve the Church. Why, 

then, is Cardinal Cé, Patriarch of Venice, not 

happy that I have come here? Why does he 

not understand the reason? How can I best 

explain? Obviously, he is not happy that I have 

continued my duties unchanged since the day 

of my ordination to the priesthood. I have 

never changed in any way, whether it was when 

I established new seminaries in Africa, or when, 

as Apostolic Delegate of His Holiness Pope 

Pius XII, I visited the sixty-four dioceses of 

French Africa during eleven years. I visited all 

the seminaries, laying down to the diocesan 

bishops the standards for the new ones to be 

opened. 

 I have never changed. I have preached and 

done what the Church has always taught. I 

have never changed what the Church said in 

the Council of Trent and at the First Vatican 

Council. So, who has changed? Myself or 

Cardinal Cé? I don’t know, but I think that 

considering the way things are - that is, the 

fruits of the changes made in the Church since 

the Second Vatican Council - as Catholics we 

can observe the fruits for ourselves, you can 

see it with your own eyes. 

 How are things going in the Church today? 

Ask His Grace Monsignor Pintonello, former 

Chaplain to the Armed Forces, who has made 

a detailed report on the present conditions of 

the Italian seminaries: a disaster! A real disas-

ter!  How many seminaries have been sold or 

closed?  The Seminary of Turin with three 

hundred places - empty! And how many others 

have you seen closed in your own dioceses? So 

then, surely, something is wrong in the Church, 

because if there are no longer any seminaries 

there will in the future be no more priests - 

thus, there will no longer be the Holy Sacrifice 

of the Mass. What will become of the Church? 

All this is unbelievable! They have changed, yes.  
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They have changed, but why? They have done 

this, of course, with the idea of saving the 

Church, of doing something new. Before the 

Council there was a real decrease of fervor and 

therefore they thought that by changing, the 

Church would become more alive. But one can- 

not change what Jesus Christ has established. 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Sacra-

ments, the Creed, our catechism, the Sacred 

Scriptures - all come from Jesus Christ. To 

change them is to change the establishment of 

Jesus Christ. Impossible! One cannot say that 

the Church has been mistaken; if something is 

wrong one must look for the reason somewhere, 

but not in the Church. They also say that the 

Church must change as modem man changes, 

that as man has a new way of life, so too the 

Church must have another doctrine - a new 

Mass, new Sacraments, a new catechism, new 

seminaries - and, in this way, everything has 

gone to ruin. Everything has been ruined! 

The Enemies come from                            
Within the Church 

 The Church is not responsible. It is not the 

Church but rather the priests who are respon- 

sible for the deterioration of Catholicism. Pope 

St. Pius X, your Holy Patriarch of Venice, in 

the first pages of his encyclical Pascendi, writes 

that already in his time there were errors and 

heresies not outside but inside the Church; 

within the Church and not only among the  

laity but, more to the point, amongst the priests. 

St. Pius X saw these enemies from the very 

beginning of this century. Today we can add 

that if St. Pius X were still alive, he would see 

them not only amongst the priests but amongst 

the bishops and cardinals as well. It is certain, 

unfortunately, that there are even some cardi-

nals who are diffusing error. 
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 Where does the Dutch Catechism originate? 

Certainly not from the Catholic Catechism, 

even though it was approved by cardinals and 

bishops. Even the French catechism, with 

which I am acquainted, contains errors. It is no 

longer the true Catholic doctrine which has 

always been taught. We are dealing with a very 

serious situation. 

 Throughout the world, everywhere I have 

been, I have visited groups of Catholics like you, 

who ask themselves: “What is happening in the 

Church?” The Church is hardly recognizable 

today. The ceremonies - the half-Protestant, 

half-Catholic liturgy - are a circus; it is no 

longer a Mystery. The Sacred Mystery of the 

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass - a great Mystery, 

heavenly and sublime - is no longer considered 

such. One no longer feels the supernatural 

character of the Mass; those who are present 

have a feeling of emptiness and no longer know 

whether they have been at a Catholic ceremony 

or at some kind of secular gathering. 

 This is an inadmissible situation. The faith- 

ful, good and simple people, are opposed to it. 

Because they intuitively know that there is 

something which is not right in this reform. 

They see seminaries empty; the novitiates of 

religious communities empty throughout the 

world. This, too, is inadmissible. for the good 

of the Church, we must resist, without being 

against the one who holds the authority.                

Never! 

I Do Not Want the Faith to Be Changed 

 I have always had a great respect for the 

Holy Father, the bishops, and the cardinals. I 

am not capable of pronouncing uncharitable 

words in the confrontation with Cardinal Cé, 

but that does not stop me from affirming 

Catholic doctrine because I want to remain a 

Catholic. 

 When I was baptized, the priest asked my 

godparents: “What does this child ask of the 

Church?” They replied: “Faith. He asks Faith 

from the Church.” And even today I still ask 

Faith from the Church - the Catholic Faith. 

Why do the godparents ask Faith of the Church 

for the child? They do so to enable him to 

obtain everlasting life. If it is the Faith that 

obtains everlasting life, then it is this Faith that 

I want- and I don’t want to change it! 

 The Catholic Faith is the Catholic Faith. 

The Creed is the Creed. They cannot be 

changed. One cannot change the Catechism; 

one cannot change the Mass, transforming it 

into a meal as the Protestants have. 
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 The Mass is a Sacrifice, the Sacrifice of the 

Cross and, as the Council of Trent says, it is 

the same Sacrifice as Calvary, with the only 

difference being that one is bloody and the 

other unbloody. But the two are the same; the 

same priest - Jesus Christ, and the same Victim 

- Jesus Christ. 

 If the Victim is truly Jesus Christ, God, our 

Creator and our Redeemer, who shed all His 

Blood for our souls, it is impossible to receive 

Him in our hands like just any piece of bread. 

And it is therefore impossible for a Catholic 

not to have respect and adoration, if he truly 

believes that in the Blessed Sacrament is Jesus 

Christ - God Himself - the Creator, our Judge, 

who will be seen coming in the clouds of hea- 

ven to judge the entire world. Like you, I am 

also scandalized, I am saddened and it pains 

my heart to see it - they even show it on tele-

vision - pictures in which a cardinal or bishop 

approaches the Blessed Eucharist without mak- 

ing a genuflection or any other sign of respect 

towards the Blessed Sacrament - nothing! 

Once again, this is inadmissible and does not 

reflect the attitude of the Catholic Church. 

We must keep the Faith in this tempest that 

the Church is going through - a tempest that 

has lasted for a long time and that we hope will 

soon be over so that the Church can return to 

the Faith that she had before. We must have a 

little patience. 

 I go to Rome five or six times a year to 

plead with the cardinals, the Pope himself, to 

return to Tradition and to give back to the 

Church her Catholic spirit. I quote again from 

St. Pius X: “Who are the friends of the people? 

The true friends of the people are neither the 

revolutionaries nor the innovators but rather 

the traditionalists.” Those are the words of  

St. Pius X to the French bishops. The true 

friends of the people are neither revolutionaries 

nor the innovators - and it was precisely the 

innovators who condemned St. Pius X - but 

rather the traditionalists. We want to be in the 

same spirit of St. Pius X whom for this reason 

I have chosen as patron of our Society, which 

is recognized by the Church. 

Unjust Condemnation of the SSPX 

 My Society, in fact, was officially recog-

nized ten years ago by Rome and by the Bish-

op of Fribourg in Switzerland in which dio-

cese it was founded. Afterwards, progressive 

bishops and Modernists saw in my seminaries 

a danger for their theories. They were en-

raged with me and said to themselves: “We 
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need to destroy these seminaries, we need to 

finish off Ecône and the work of Archbishop 

Lefebvre, because it presents a danger to our 

progressive and revolutionary plan.” They  

addressed themselves to Rome in this calum-

nious manner and Rome consented. 

 But as I said to His Holiness John Paul II, 

the suppression was carried out in a manner 

contrary to Canon Law. Not even the Soviets 

pronounce judgments as the cardinals at 

Rome have done against my work. The Soviets 

have a tribunal, a kind of tribunal to condemn 

someone, but I have not even had this tribunal 

- nothing!  I have been condemned without 

having had anything, not even a forewarning 

or a summons - nothing! One fine day a letter 

arrived to tell me that the seminary would 

have to be closed. 

 I have repeated this to the Holy Father that 

not even the Soviets behave like this. I told him 

that I have continued because this is not how the 

Church acts - it is the enemies of the Church 

that want her seminaries closed down. The 

Catholic Church cannot just forget her Tradi-

tion, it is impossible. It is the enemy, as Saint 

Pius X said, the enemy who is working within 

the Church because he wants the Church to be 

finished with her tradition; because he is in a 

fury against her Tradition. 

 It is up to you to judge the facts.  In my 

seminaries, we have over 200 seminarians and 

many vocations to the religious life. When a 

house opens it is soon filled with many new 

vocations. Why? Because the youth seek to find 

the Church - Tradition. There, where one finds 

Tradition, one also finds the Church. Through 

a priest all finds its ideal; all his heart is in the 

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. To go unto the  

altar of God, to offer the Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass, to give Our Christ, the true Victim - to 

souls. Thus, the fullness of the priesthood and 

the priests. My seminarians, such as those at 

Ecône, know this; they prepare themselves for 

the priesthood upon this basis. 
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 I congratulate and thank those who have 

invited me to come. I hope that my visit has 

encouraged Catholics to maintain the Church 

of all time, the Catholic Church. In Rome, it 

has been said of me that I have done nothing 

other than halt, impede, progress in the Church. 

In that alone I would be doing a splendid thing! 

If only this, to halt, to impede the ruin of the 

Church! 

 That is not our only purpose. Not only do 

we wish to halt this ruin but we desire also to 

reconstruct the Church, a living Church. For 

this end, I preach to you a crusade, a true cru-

sade of all Catholics who desire to maintain the 

Faith. To do so you must gather around good 

priests who wish to conserve the Faith by assur- 

ing life in the Church. 

  

 In closing, I ask all who are gathered around 

this altar, a true altar with a true priest, I ask 

you to continue the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

We pray also for your children that they may 

see and know the Catholic religion, that they 

may frequent Catholic schools. Indeed, there 

are great trials for Catholic parents. These 

children must also conserve Tradition. We in-

voke, to this end, our highly venerated Patriarch 

of Venice, Pope St. Pius X, who was a saint who 

foresaw the future. 

 During this Mass let us ask the Blessed 

Virgin Mary to whom we must have a great 

devotion, especially through the invocation of 

the most holy Rosary, let us ask her to termi-

nate this crisis in the Church and return to the 

Church the peace and grace of Almighty God.  

                   (Sermon in Venice, April 7, 1980) 

 “But above all preserve peace of heart. This is more 

valuable than any treasure. In order to preserve it there        

is nothing more useful than renouncing your own will  

and substituting for it the will of the Divine Heart. In this 

way His will can carry out for us whatever contributes to             

His glory, and we will be happy to be His subjects and to trust                   

entirely  in Him.”  – St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 
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Profession of Faith 

 On this feast of our patron saint, we are re-

minded of the importance that he gave to the 

profession of our Catholic Faith. For not only 

did St. Pius X condemn Modernism in 1907, 

but three years later, in response to the Mod-

ernists’ continued agitation and recruitment, 

he stood up to what he called a “plague”,        

instructing the bishops to “labor in defence of 

the faith and diligently watch that the integrity of 

the divine deposit may not suffer damage”, for, he 

explained, “they are enemies all the more formi-

dable as they are so close. They take advantage of 

their ministry by offering their poisoned food and 

catching the unguarded by surprise. They supply a 

false doctrine which is the compendium of all errors”.  

(Sept 1, 1910, Sacrorum antistitum).  Amongst 

the many means “to preclude a stealthy infiltra-

tion of modernism” (Ib.) were two professions of 

Faith, that St. Pius X made obligatory for all 

who receive Major Orders, and all parish priests 

and all those who preach and teach in semina- 

ries and universities. They were the Profession 

of Faith of Pope Paul IV, that is of the Council 

of Trent, and the anti-modernist oath. 

Divine Precept 

 It is helpful for us to understand the impor- 

tance of these professions of Faith for the 

Church, and why it is that they are not just out- 

ward ceremonies, but a source of many graces, 

Profession of Faith  

Father Peter Scott   
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having a profound impact on the spiritual life 

of souls and of the entire Church. Indeed, the 

outward profession of our Faith is a divine 

command. It is not enough for us to refuse to 

deny our Faith. Our Divine Saviour teaches 

us that we must openly profess it: “Everyone 

therefore that shall confess me before men, I will 

also confess him before my Father who is in heaven”. 

(Mt 10:33). To confess Christ is to profess the 

entire Faith that He has revealed, and which 

the Church teaches. This is necessary to mani- 

fest visibly our adherence to Christ`s mystical 

body. Furthermore, it is a necessary part of 

receiving the sacraments, the ordinary means 

of grace, each one of which is an outward pro-

fession of Faith. It is called a divine precept by 

the theologians, because it is Christ Himself 

who made this obligatory. Outward professions 

of Faith are consequently necessary to show due 

reverence to Almighty God and to overcome 

human respect. Moreover, since we are both 

body and soul, they help greatly to strengthen 

our own personal interior Faith, and to convert 

others who are either weak in Faith or skepti-

cal and unbelieving.  

 It is consequently a strict obligation to 

profess outwardly our Faith, whenever the 

honour of God or the edification of our  

neighbour requires it. This obligation is con-

tained in Canon 1325 of the 1917 Code: “The 

faithful are bound to profess their faith publicly, 

whenever silence, subterfuge, or their manner of 

acting would otherwise entail an implicit denial of 

their faith, a contempt of religion, an insult to God, 

or scandal to their neighbour”. This is also a pre-

cept of the Church with which many Catholics, 

are alas, not familiar. If it was entirely abolished 

from the 1983 Code, it was for the sake of 

St. Peter Preaching 
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Ecumenism, which is destroying the Faith. 

Our obligation before God must nevertheless 

stand firm, for it is of divine precept. 

 The Church gives examples of situations in 

which this outward profession of Faith is        

obligatory: for example, if one is directly ques- 

tioned by public authority on questions of Faith; 

or if one is questioned in hatred of religion or 

of the Faith, for in these two cases the honour 

of God depends upon a clear profession of the 

Faith.  

 It was in virtue of this obligation to profess 

the Faith that the Holy Office forbade in 1864 

and again in 1919 the participation of Catholics 

in meetings, associations or conferences of non- 

Catholics promoting the union of all churches 

which claim the Christian name. It is a grievous 

sin against the Faith because in such meetings 

and conferences a clear profession of the Faith 

is necessary for the honour of God and the 

salvation of souls. But it is not possible in ecu-

menical meetings to make such a profession of 

Faith, for it would be treated as intolerant, 

judgmental and exclusive. Consequently, the 

very participation in such meetings becomes 

the failure to profess the Faith when it is ob-

ligatory to do so to defend divine Revelation 

and to promote the salvation of souls. It is this 

sin that Vatican II encourages under the name 

of Ecumenism, and which the 1983 Code               

of Canon Law attempts to make obligatory 

(Canon 755). 

Ecclesiastical Precept 

 In addition to this divine precept of profess- 

ing the Faith outwardly, there are also ecclesi-

astical laws that make the profession of Faith 

obligatory. The most common is the profes-

sion of the Apostles Creed by the catechumen 

or by his sponsor during the ceremony of  

baptism. Then there is the Nicene Creed which 

all Catholics must profess outwardly on every 

Sunday and holy day in the year at Mass. It was 

produced by the Council of Nicea (325) and the 

First Council of Constantinople (381) to profess 

clearly the divinity of God the Son, consub-

stantial with the Father (against Arianism), and 

of the Holy Ghost (against Macedonianism). 

Many other Creeds have been elaborated by 

Councils throughout the history of the Church 

to fully and unambiguously profess the Catholic 

Faith in the face of heresy. One of the most 

noteworthy is the Athananasian Creed, from 

the fifth century, which expresses more explic-

itly Faith in the Trinity and in the necessity of 

the Catholic Faith for salvation, and which is 

also used in the Liturgy. 
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Tridentine Profession of Faith 

 However, we owe to the Council of 

Trent the clear definition of our Faith against 

the many heresies of Protestantism. One of 

the wonderful fruits of that Council was the 

profession of Faith drawn up by the order of 

Pope Pius IV in 1565. It is a much more com-

plete summary of the teachings of our Faith. 

After the Nicene Creed, it professes: 

 fidelity to the apostolic and ecclesiasti-

cal traditions and laws of the Church 

 the interpretation of Sacred Scripture, 

according to the understanding of the 

Church 

 the seven sacraments which confer 

grace 

 the teaching of Trent on original sin 

and justification 

 transubstantiation and that the Mass is  

a true, proper and propitiatory sacrifice 

 the veneration and invocation of the 

saints, and the existence of Purgatory 

 the veneration of images of Christ and 

the saints, and of their relics 

 that the Church has the power to grant 

indulgences, which are salutary 

 true obedience to the Roman Pontiff, 

successor of St. Peter 

 acceptation of the teaching of all the 

ecumenical councils of the Church 

 To this was added one sentence after the 

First Vatican Council, in 1870, namely the 

profession of Faith in the Primacy of the           

Roman Pontiff and of his infallibility. It then 

concludes with this solemn oath: “This true 

Catholic Faith, outside of which no one can be saved, 

which of my own accord I now profess and truly 

hold, I do promise, vow and swear that I will, with 

the help of God, most faithfully retain and profess 

the same to the last breath of life as pure and invi-

olable...” 

 This beautiful and consoling act of Faith is 

included in all traditional rituals, and is obli- 

gatory for the reception of a baptized convert 

into the Church from heresy or schism. The 

Church`s 1917 Code of Canon Law made this 

profession of Faith obligatory for all clerics 

received into Major Orders, for all parish 

priests, for all teachers of philosophy and the-

ology and for all superiors, amongst others. 

Oath Against Modernism 

 However, at the beginning of the 20th 

century, St. Pius X was not content with this 

profession of Faith. In 1910, seeing that 
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stronger means were required to put an end 

to Modernism, “the virus they are injecting into 

the veins of Christian Society” (Sacrorum antisti-

tum, September 1, 1910). He further ex-

plained the nature of this attack on the 

Church: “We are no longer dealing, as at the be-

ginning, with opponents in sheep`s clothing, but 

with open and bare faced enemies in our very 

household, who having made a pact with the chief 

foes of the Church, are bent on overthrowing the 

Faith. These are men whose haughtiness in the 

face of heavenly wisdom is daily renewed, claiming 

the right to correct it as if it were corrupted. They 

want to renovate it, as if it were consumed by old 

age, increase and adapt it to worldly tastes, progress 

and comforts, as if it were opposed not just to the 

frivolity of a few, but to the good of society”. 

 In order to halt the progression of Moder- 

nism into the Church, he thus determined not 

only to renew all the practical measures taken 

three years earlier, but also to add to the Profes- 

sion of Faith of Pope Paul IV, the Oath against 

Modernism, that all the above-mentioned 

clerics would have not only to take before their 

superior, but also to submit, duly signed. This 

magnificent profession of Faith is particularly 

adapted to our times, for it expresses explicitly 

and personally all the these or modernism 

that were then destroying the Faith, and con-

tinue to do so now. It would certainly have 

put the desired end to Modernism, had not 

many priests professed it sacrilegiously or 

broken it after profession. Here is a summary 

of the most important teachings of the Magis-

terium,“directly opposed to the errors of our time”,     

contained in this oath: 

 The existence of God can be proven by 

the light of reason from creation 

 Miracles and prophecies are the certain 

signs of the divine origin of Catholicism 

 The Church was immediately instituted 

by the historical Christ, built upon Pe-

ter and his successors 

 Dogmas do not evolve, but must always 

be accepted having same meaning 

 Faith is not a feeling of the subcon-

scious, but an assent of the intellect. 

 Truth is immutable and Christ taught a 

determined body of doctrine applicable 

to all times and to all men 

 There can be no contradiction between 

history and dogma, just as there can be 

no contradiction between the Christian 

as a believer and as a historian 

 Textual criticism is not the only and  
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supreme rule of interpreting Sacred 

Scripture, but rather the Tradition of 

the Church and the decisions of the  

Apostolic See 

 The theologian must have Faith in the 

supernatural origin of Catholic Tradi-

tion 

 Catholic Tradition is divine, that is that “the 

absolute and unchangeable truth preached 

by the Apostles from the beginning may 

never be believed or understood otherwise”. 

 These truths, to which the future priest was 

obliged to pledge fidelity, to promise and to 

swear to uphold, even during Vatican II and 

until 1967, may seem a little abstract. How-

ever, they are the principles that are denied by 

the modernists. The revolution in the Church, 

and the plethora of subsequent errors in faith 

and morality which have followed since, are 

but the consequence of these errors. Take, for 

example, the assertion that the Faith is a sub-

conscious feeling. It abolishes all objective 

content to the Faith. Take also the assertion 

that dogma evolves. It destroys the very con-

cept of truth, on which dogma is based. The 

consequences are innumerable. One such is 

the lack of respect for the Blessed Sacrament. 

This is due to undermining of Faith in tran-

substantiation and in the propitiatory nature 

of the sacrifice of the Mass. This evolution of 

truth to meet up with the so-called needs of 

our times, not only destroys the Mass as a sac-

rifice, but also the very Faith itself, and the 

entire supernatural order of our Redemption, 

starting with the Incarnation and the divinity 

of Christ. The idea that Faith is a personal 

feeling, and that it consequently evolves and 

changes, brings the Faith, the Church and the 

sacraments to a tragic end. 

The 1989 Profession of Faith 

 The post-conciliar church still retains a 

profession of Faith. However, it is a new pro-

fession of Faith, composed in the light of  

Vatican II, and published on January 9, 1989 

by the then Cardinal Ratzinger, prefect of the 

Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. It 

is very short, and basically consists only of the 

Nicene Creed, along with three very brief 

paragraphs indicating the acceptation of what 

is taught by the Church`s Magisterium. There 

is no mention of any of the condemned errors 

of Protestantism or of Modernism contained 

in the two traditional professions of Faith 

mentioned above. Consequently, it is open to 

grave ambiguity, and can be interpreted in any 

way that a person wills. Worst of all, however, 

                                   
     18    Cor Jesu Jan-Feb. 2018  



is the final paragraph of this “profession of 

faith”, which is nothing but a pandora’s box 

open to the errors of Modernism. For it at-

tempts to oblige a person to accept everything 

that collegiality (a novel error of Vatican II) 

imposes, even though it has not been defined, 

and is not a part of the deposit of the Faith and 

does not concern Faith and morals. It is the 

attempt of authority to impose the revolution 

of Vatican II, as if it were a question of Faith, 

as if it were contained in divine Revelation. 

Here is the text of this third paragraph in its 

entirety: “Moreover, I adhere with religious sub- 

mission of will and intellect to the teachings which 

either the Roman Pontiff or the College of Bishops 

enunciate when they exercise their authentic Mag-

isterium, even if they do not intend to proclaim 

these teachings by a definitive act.” I have under-

lined the unacceptable passages. 

 The College of Bishops is given equal       

authority with the Pope (this is the novelty of 

collegiality which Vatican II teaches), and a 

person is supposed to adhere with Faith to 

teachings that are not definitive, that is that 

are not defined as a part of the Catholic Faith, 

and which are therefore subject to evolutionary 

change. To accept this would be to accept what- 

ever the bishops as a whole decide, regardless 

of whether or not it is divinely revealed. It 

would also be to accept such false philosophical 

principles as religious liberty, which the Church 

has condemned, or such damaging naturalism 

as Ecumenism, but which are authentically 

contained in Vatican II, although they cannot, 

of course, be defined. 

 Here is what Archbishop Lefebvre had to 

say about this profession of Faith, just a few 

months after it appeared, in his conference, one 

year after: 

  Firstly, there is the Credo, which poses no prob-
  lems. The Credo has remained intact. And, so the  
  first and second sections raise no difficulties either.
  They are well-known things from a theological 
  point of view. It is the third section which is very 
  bad. What it means in practice is lining up on what 
  the bishops of the world today think. In the pre- 
  amble, besides, it is clearly indicated that this third 
  section has been added be cause of the spirit of the 
  Council. It refers to the Council and the so-called 
  Magisterium of today,which, of course, is the Mag- 
  isterium of the followers of the Council. To get 
  rid of the error, they should have added, “insofar 
  as this Magisterium is in full conformity with 
  Tradition”. 

  As it stands this formula is dangerous. It demon-
  strates clearly the spirit of these people with whom 
  it is impossible to come to an agreement.  It is 
  absolutely ridiculous and false, as certain people 
  have done, to present this Profession as a renewal 
  of the anti-Modernist Oath suppressed in the wake 
  of the Council. All the poison is in this third sec
  tion which seems to have been made expressly in 
  order to oblige those who have rallied to Rome 
  to sign this profession of Faith and to state their 
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  full agreement with the bishops. It is as if in the 
  times of Arianism one had said, “Now you are in 
  agreement with everything that all the Arian bis- 
  hops think.” No, I am not exaggerating. It is clearly 
  expressed in the introduction. It is sheer trickery… 
  in these new texts there is a submission to the 
  Council and all the Conciliar bishops. That is their 
  spirit, and no one will change them. 

 Alas, such a profession of Faith, to say the 

very least, defeats the purpose of a profession 

of Faith. It is neither a clear declaration of what 

one believes, nor of what the Church believes. 

It leaves the door open to Protestantism, moder- 

nism and ecumenism. It consequently neither 

gives the glory which is due to God`s truthful-

ness in revealing the Faith to us, nor does it 

promote the salvation of souls by drawing them 

into the unity of the Catholic Faith, outside 

which no one can be saved. 

 As for us, let us long to take advantage of 

every opportunity to profess our Faith out-

wardly – whether it be by the formulas appro- 

ved by the Church at the end of a retreat, or 

whether it be by simply assisting at the tradi-

tional Mass and reciting our Rosary in public 

or going on pilgrimage, or whether it be by 

speaking openly of our true and absolute con-

victions of Faith, the greatest certitude that a 

man can have. In this regard, we would do well 

to recall the words of St. Paul to his disciple,  

 

St. Timothy: “Fight the good fight of faith; lay 

hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art called, and 

has confessed a good confession before many witnes- 

ses…Keep that which is committed to thy trust, 

avoiding the profane novelties of words, and oppo-

sitions of knowledge falsely so called.” (I Tim.6:12,20).  

Surely it is St. Pius X, our patron saint, who 

now repeats those words to us from heaven. 

St. Timothy 
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SIXTH TITLE: HEART OF JESUS, 

TABERNACLE OF THE MOST HIGH 

1st Prelude: Behold the Sacred Heart of      

Jesus glowing with ineffable splendor and             

adiating on all sides dazzling beams of light. 

2nd Prelude: Beg grace to understand how 

the Sacred Heart is the Temple of God and 

the Tabernacle of the Most High.  

Commentary 

 In the Old Law the Tabernacle was 

the tent-like edifice which, before the build-

ing of the Temple, contained the Ark of the 

Covenant and the Tables of the Law. In the new 

 

The Litany of the                              
Sacred Heart  

We continue our series of meditations on the individual invocations of  

the Litany of the Sacred Heart written by the REV. FR. JOSEPH MCDONNELL, S.J. 
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dispensation the Tabernacle is the repository 

in which the Blessed Sacrament is reserved. In 

both cases it is in the center towards which all 

religious worship converges. 

 In like manner the Sacred Heart is the very 

center of the Church’s life. “Devotion to the 

Sacred Heart is the very quintessence of Chris- 

tianity” wrote Cardinal Pie. “I cannot think of 

Jesus, love Jesus, honor Jesus, unless you allow 

me to love and honor His Sacred Heart.” And 

in his famous Encyclical of May, 1899, conse-

crating the entire human race to the Sacred 

Heart, and pointing to the Divine Heart as the 

source and center of all graces and blessings 

to men, Pope Leo XIII reminds us how, as 

the Emperor Constantine saw the cross in the 

heavens as a token of approaching triumph 

and victory for the Church, so “today there is 

placed before us another sacred and Divine 

emblem, the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, over 

which is erected the Cross, all glowing with 

splendor, in the midst of surrounding flames. 

In It we must place all our hopes; to It we must 

look for the graces necessary for the salvation 

of mankind.” 

 The Ark of the Covenant, standing within 

the Old Testament Tabernacle, is also a type 

of the Sacred Heart. The Heart of the Man-

God is like the Ark—a bond of union between 

Heaven and earth.  Moreover, the Ark was 

“over- laid with the purest gold within and 

without” (Exod. 25:11). Gold is a symbol of 

charity—the burning love that consumes the 

great Heart of Christ. 

 The Tables of the Law were also contained 

in the Tabernacle. And within the Heart of 

Jesus there is also a heavenly decalogue, which 

is set forth in an old French book of devotion: 

(1) To seek no pleasure but in that Heart;     

(2) to reflect on Its sorrows; (3) to crucify body 

and soul; (4) to prepare for the judgement;  

(5) to be meek and humble and lowly; (6) to 

desire contempt; (7) to follow the Savior closely; 

(8) to carry your sorrows to Him; (9) to seek 

His good pleasure in all things; (10) to aim at 

the highest perfection. 

MEDITATION 

Within the Tabernacle of the                               
Eucharistic Heart 

1. The Double Movement of the Sacred 

Heart—Venerable Margaret of the 

Blessed Sacrament was once privileged 

to enter the Sacred Heart, wherein, as 

in a burning furnace of most ardent love, 

she found herself enclosed. She was filled 

with a desire to be consumed with love, 
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to spend herself in the service of the 

Divine Heart. She noticed Its double 

movement of compression and expan-

sion, spoken of by Saints Gertrude and 

Mechtilde. In Its movement of compres- 

sion It annihilates Itself in presence of 

the mighty God, and offers Itself to Him 

in sacrifice of priceless value. In Its move- 

ment of expansion It pours forth into 

the mystic Body of the Church the vital 

energy and vigor that supports it. Let us 

seek a share in the wondrous benefits 

accruing from this double movement of 

the Heart of Christ. 

2. The Sacred Heart a Boundless 

Ocean—The servant of God then 

saw that the Sacred Heart was, in truth, 

a boundless ocean of virtue, peace, and 

blessedness, containing endless treasures 

in Its mighty depths. Ask of It to pour 

into your soul some drops from out of 

this great ocean of all good. 

3. The Sacred Heart a Palace of       

Unbounded Wealth—She also learned 

that the Sacred Heart is a palace of         

unbounded wealth, where all the richest 

graces are existing in profusion. We enter 

into that palace by endeavoring to grow 

in likeness to the Sacred Heart, in the 

practice of Its special virtues of charity, 

and meekness, and humility.  Ω 

 “Very few people believe in the devil these days, which suits the devil        

very well. He is always helping to circulate the news of his own death.           

The essence of God is existence, and He defines Himself as: 'I am Who am.' 

The essence of the devil is the lie, and he defines himself as: 'I am who am 

not.' Satan has very little trouble with those who do not believe in him ;   

they are already on his side.”   – Archbishop Fulton Sheen 
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D ue to the extreme scarcity of sound 

catechetical instruction and the false 

doctrines which many of the faithful infer from 

the New Liturgy and the false ecumenism             

of the post-conciliar Church, there is great           

confusion, today, among Catholics about the        

relation between the nature of man and the 

supernatural state to which he is called.  

 Such confusion leads to many and great  

errors regarding things such as the nature and 

existence of Limbo and Purgatory, the nature 

and necessity of grace, the salvation of all men, 

etc. Our goal, therefore, is to better understand 

the elevation of man to the supernatural state, 

in order to avoid falling into error.  

 

On the Supernatural State  
 

Fr. Tyler Nelson, SSPX 
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Definition of Nature 

 But, of course, before any accurate idea of 

the supernatural can be had, there must be a 

clear grasp of what exactly is meant by “nature” 

and “natural.” Nature, from the Latin, “natus,”. 

(being born) refers to “a created substance both 

according to its being, and its acting and being 

acted upon with reference to some ultimate 

end proportioned to it.” 1 

 What is “natural,” then? If we look in Web- 

ster, we’ll probably find something like, “of or 

pertaining to nature.” But this is too general 

for our purpose, since a supernatural gift also 

“pertains to nature” in some way. In fact, “natural” 

can refer to several different things, depend-

ing on the context. 

 Firstly, “natural” means “natural according 

to being” or what is natural to a certain species 

of creature. In this sense, something is natural 

to us when without it we would not be men, 

or at least, not in the full meaning of the word. 

According to this definition it is natural for a 

man to have two ears, two legs, an intellect, 

and a sense of humor. 

 There is also “natural” according to activity. 

This includes all active powers and their acts, 

that is, the power to do things, and the things 

themselves that are done. In this way, it is 

natural in man e.g. to think, to walk, to want, 

and to laugh. 

 We can also talk about what is natural to 

man by what he suffers or what is done to him 

in his sensitive or spiritual powers. We say, for 

instance, that it is natural for a man to feel 

pain when he is injured, to feel awe in front of 

a storm, and to be taught by his elders. 

 Finally, something is natural if nature de-

mands it in any way, whether as an essential 

part, as proceeding out of it, or on which it has 

any sort of claim. Expressed passively, the 

natural is that which is owed to nature. What 

is “owed” to nature is not, of course, owed in 

justice, but, because God has made us in the 

way He has, He “owes” it to Himself, as it were, 

to give us what is fitting for our nature.  

 There are different degrees of the demands 

of nature in us. Some of the things demanded 

are necessary or very fitting, while others are 

mere possibilities—things which could be pro

- duced in us by a power of nature. Then, lastly, 

there is the merest of possibilities, which is noth- 

ing more than a non-repugnance—that which 

could be actuated in us only by a superior power. 

This last is called an “obediential potency.” 
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Definition of Supernatural 

 All this is to prepare us for discussing what 

is not merely natural, what is above nature, 

i.e. the supernatural. The supernatural is, in 

precise language, a perfection that is neither a 

part of nature, nor proceeds as an effect from 

it, nor can be claimed by it. Put a little more 

simply, it is what transcends the being, powers, 

and claims of nature.2 Now, this transcendence 

can be either greater or lesser, or again, it may 

be relative to a certain nature, or absolute. 

The relatively supernatural is called, “preter- 

natural.” The preternatural is above the powers 

and exigencies of our nature without above 

those of other, higher natures. Therefore, the 

preternatural is not simply, but relatively super- 

natural.  

 The absolutely, or simply supernatural 

transcends all created natures, both the real 

ones and the ones that are only possible. 

 Moreover, the supernatural can be intrinsi-

cally and entitatively so when its physical being 

is beyond nature, or extrinsically so, by the way 

in which it comes about.  

STATES OF HUMAN NATURE 

 Having discussed to some extent what is 

meant by “natural” and “supernatural,” we 

will move on to the different states of man, in 

order that, by comparison, we may come to 

appreciate what in the life of man is natural, 

what supernatural, and the consequences for 

doctrine. 

Possible States 

 First, there are the hypothetical states of 

“pure nature” and “integral nature,” which are 

states that would have had a merely natural 

end instead of a supernatural one. While such 

states never existed, we will consider them here 

because they help us distinguish the natural 

from the preternatural and the supernatural. 

Armed with such distinctions, we are more 

easily able to understand and defend the truths 

about nature and grace. 

 Pure Nature is the hypothetical state of man 

created without either a supernatural end, nor 

preternatural gifts. Man in this state would have 

had everything pertaining to his nature, or 

coming from it, or on which it has a claim. He 

would not, therefore, have had the gifts of        

integrity, immortality, or impassibility, but he 

also would not have had the wounds of original 

sin. 

 Integral Nature is the same as pure nature 

except that in this state, man would have had 
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the gift of integrity, that is, he would have  

had the power to subdue his concupiscence 

perfectly, and therefore would have had no 

inclination to sin. 

Real States 

 There are three states of nature that have 

existed or do exist, namely, the state of origi-

nal justice, the state of fallen nature, and the 

state of nature fallen-and-redeemed all with     

a supernatural end. In the first state, Adam 

and Eve were created with a perfect nature, 

endowed with sanctifying grace and the pre-

ternatural gifts.  

 In the second, having sinned and introduced 

disorder both into the created order and into 

themselves by rebelling against God, they have 

lost grace and the gifts, and acquired wounds 

in their nature which they will pass on to their 

children. However, they did not lose their   

supernatural end. It is a state of wounded nature, 

in which grace is limited and only to be had 

with great difficulty, and which depends on the 

merits of a future Redeemer. 

 The final state, which is the current state 

of man, is the state of fallen-and-redeemed 

nature. In this state, our fallen nature is freed 

from sin by the sacrifice of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ on the Cross. The supernatural gifts 

are restored, grace and the supernatural end 

are easier to obtain. However, the wounds of 

original sin are not taken away, nor are the 

punishments due to it, such as hard labor, and 

painful childbirth.     (to be contd….) 

 1 Sacrae Theologiae Summa, Treatise II B, Book IV, 
no.678 
2 Sacrae Theologiae Summa, Treatise II B, Book IV,     
no. 681 

 

 “There are plenty of souls in the Church who strive to live honestly, 

to draw near to a certain ideal of moral purity; but how few know how to 

keep their minds elevated in the faith, upheld by hope and enflamed by 

charity, in order to participate fully in the life which Jesus wishes to 

communicate to us! Yet, we have all that is required to begin this very 

day an existence of sublime intimacy with God.”     ̶  Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre 

Faith 

                                  
                      Cor Jesu Jan-Feb. 2018    27     



The following is the fifth part in our series of           
excerpts from the book “Christianity in India, 

Burma and Ceylon,” published by the Catholic 
Truth Society of India in 1958. 

Early Catholic Missions (1500-1834)              
16th Century:The Golden Age of Portuguese   

Missions (1500-1600) 

THE ST. THOMAS CHRISTIANS 

 At his second voyage to India in 1502        

Vasco de Gama interviewed the St. Thomas 

Christians at Cochin. They were, they said, 

oppressed by the Hindus and gladly submitted 

to the Catholic king of Portugal. That same 

year the Catholicos Mar Elias V in Mesopota-

mia consecrated three monks: Mar Jacob and 

two others, who went to India and found Mar 

 

Christianity in India 

Fr. Joseph C. Houpert, S.J. 
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John still living. In 1504 they sent an interest-

ing report to their patriarch: 

 “There are here about 30,000 families of the same faith 

with us…The province is called Malabar and has about twenty 

cities with churches. Some twenty Portunguese live in Canna- 

nore…The Christians received us with great joy, gave us 

beautiful vestments and twenty gold drachmas for Christ’s sake; 

they honored our journey more than it deserved. We remained 

with them for two and a half months and they ordered us to 

celebrate the holy sacrifice. Wherefore on Nosardel Sunday, 

after their priests had celebrated, we too were admitted and 

said Mass, which was greatly pleasing in their eyes.” 

 One of these bishops, Mar Jacob, was still alive when 

St. Francis Xavier came to India. Just before the bishop 

died in 1549, St. Francis wrote of him to John III of 

Portugal:  

 “It is now 45 years that an Armenian bishop, Jacob Abuna, 

has served God and Your Highness in this country. He is as 

dear to God on account of his virtue and holiness as he is          

neglected by Your Highness and the men in power in India…

This bishop very greatly deserves your royal favor for having 

much labored for the Christians of St. Thomas and now in his 

old age he follows most obediently all the rites and customs of 

our holy Mother the Roman Church.” 

 Six years after Mar Jacob’s death, that is, in 

1555, Mar Joseph Sulaka was nominated by 

Pope Julius III Catholic Chaldean patriarch. He 

came to Malabar, was condemned for heretical 

views by the first provincial council of Goa in 

1567, later was dispatched to Portugal, and 

died in Rome. 

  

 Before he left Goa in 1568, another bishop, 

Mar Abraham, came there from Rome as Arch- 

bishop of Angamali. At first Nestorian, he was 

reconciled at Rome and was made priest, then 

bishop by order of Pope Pius IV. He lived on 

more or less friendly terms with the Portuguese 

and allowed the Jesuit Fathers to work in his 

diocese. In 1581 they opened a college, built a 

church and set up a printing press at Vaipicotta. 

Two years later, at their instance, Mar Abraham 

convoked the 2nd diocesan synod.  In 1584 a 
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seminary was added to the college in which 

both Latin and Syriac were taught. At the 3rd 

synod of Goa in 1585 Mar Abraham made his 

profession of faith. He died in 1597. 

SYNOD AT DIAMPER 

 Acting on powers received from Pop 

Clemet VIII, Archbishop Alexis de Menezes 

then appointed the archdeacon George admi- 

nistrator of the diocese, and undertook the 

visitation of all the eastern churches. Young, 

active and kind as he was, he spent ten months 

of the year 1599 in that arduous task. We have 

full details in the Jornada (Journal) written by 

the Augustinian Diogo Gouvea, the Arch-

bishop’s secretary. Everywhere the sacraments 

had to be administered and the liturgical books 

corrected (none of them were as yet in print). 

 Eventually he established 74 parishes—a 

great innovation for these Christians—and con- 

solidated his work by holding the celebrated 

synod of Diamper (the village of Udayamperur 

near Cochin). There in June 1599 assembled, 

besides the Archbishop and Jesuit Fathers, 

Francis Roz and Antony Toscano, 153 Indian 

priests and 660 laymen deputed by the com-

munity. The Archdeacon George made his 

profession of faith in Malayalam and many 

resolutions were adopted and signed by the 

members present. Some twenty different books 

were proscribed; some others revised: the Latin 

formula for baptism was adopted; only bishops 

approved by the Pope were to be admitted; 

clerical celibacy was made the rule for all and 

the necessary reforms about the sacraments and 

Christian life were introduced. 

 After this the Archbishop continued visiting 

all the churches, until he was recalled to Goa 

where the viceroy had died. The Thomas 
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Christians asked him as their Archbishop and 

he accepted, but this arrangement fell through. 

CHURCH ORGANIZATION 

 The Eastern Christians in India were self-

supporting and self-recruiting, but not expan- 

ding. What we may call the missionary branch 

of the Church developed rapidly. Between 

1500 and 1534 the ecclesiastical jurisdiction was 

in the hands of Apostolic commissaries, nomi-

nated by the king of Portugal. In 1534, Goa was 

made an episcopal see with jurisdiction from 

the Cape of Good Hope to Japan. In 1557 Paul 

IV made Goa an archbishopric with Cochin 

and Malacca as suffragans, to which was added 

in 1576 the see of Macao. Each diocese had an 

immense territory; Cochin had Travancore, 

the Fishery and Coromandel Coasts, Ceylon 

and Mannar, while Malacca had Indo-China, 

the Moluccas and other Eastern Islands. There 

was also the Jesuit province of India (1550), 

and the Franciscan custodies of St. Thomas 

and of the Mother of God (1569). 

 The great period of Portuguese mission-

founding-as indicated by the number of new 

churches—lies between 1534 and 1600. In 

western India, few churches were built in the 

17th century and fewer still in the 18th. But in 

the 16th century both the Church and Portugal 

did much for the missionary expansion in India. 

The priests sent by them were not all Portu-

guese, yet the Crown of Portugal threw its 

protecting aegis round them all. The bishop-

rics and higher posts were reserved to Portu-

guese: but priests of other nations had a free 

passage on the royal fleet and obtained subsi-

dies in all stations that were under Portuguese 

protection. 

 In 1560 the first Archbishop of Goa, Dom 

Gasper L. Pereira, was installed in his metro-

politan see. In 1567 was held the first synod of  

Goa, followed by a second in 1574. Wise laws 

were passed in favour of new converts. They 

refuse in advance the charge of high-handed- 

ness and fanaticism levelled against the Portu-

guese by later Protestant writers. In the 3rd 

synod, in 1585, we learn what was the consoli- 

dated Portuguese policy during their whole 

regime. Decrees were passed to destroy the 

pagodas in the island of Diu and the pagodas, 

temples and synagogues of Ormuz, to forbid 

the building of new pagodas in Portuguese 

India, to expel therefrom all those that proved 

objectionable, to disallow pilgrimages to Mecca 

or to Hindu temples, to forbid the burning        

of widows and to allow them to marry again. 
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 But the Portuguese never “thrust Christi-

anity down the throats of people at the point 

of the sword.” They confiscated mosques and 

diverted their revenues to the support of Cath

- oic institutions; they pulled down pagodas 

and with the stones built churches; they pro-

scribed public (not private) acts of Hindu or 

Moslem worship in their territories and they 

reserved all posts and dignities to Christians. 

In their missionary work, however, they used 

only moral and legitimate influences; forced 

conversions being worse than useless. But in 

order to reclaim apostates and public sinners 

the Holy Office of the Inquisition was estab-

lished at Goa in 1560. It was abolished only in 

1812. 

 At the end of the 16th century there were, 

besides the 150 thousand Christians of Saint 

Thomas, probably some 300 thousand con-

verts in India and Ceylon – a rather gratifying 

result of pioneer work, done in new conditions. 

The first Indian canonized saint, Gonsalo 

Garcia, of partly Kanarese descent, also belongs 

to this period (1557-1597). He had joined the 

Franciscan Order and was martyred in Japan 

by crucifixion. His feast is kept on Feb. 5th. 

He was canonized with other Franciscans and 

several Jesuits, 26 martyrs in all. 

Note on the Diocesan Synod of Diamper

 This famous synod was held in June 1599 

and passed more than 180 Decrees or Resolu-

tions. 

1. Probably the chief outcome was the accep- 

tance by the Indian Christians of the Latin 

hierarchy or of Bishops appointed directly by 

the Pope to the exclusion of all jurisdiction 

of the Patriarch of Babylon. 

2. There never was question of formal heresy 

or schism, but the names of Nestorius, Dio-

dorus and Theodore had to be removed 

from the liturgical books, and some apocry-

phal and superstitious writings were proscri- 

bed and burned. 

3. To be quite sure of the validity of the sacra-

ments, chiefly Confirmation and Extreme 

Unction, Archbishop Menezes tended to 

Latinize them more than  prudence required. 

The ignorance by the Portuguese of all that 

concerns Eastern rites must also be taken 

into account. Thus the ancient Syro-Chaldean 

rite became the Syro-Malabar rite. 

4. Despite this excessive reform of the liturgy, 

the Synod made many useful, even necessary 

decrees on moral matters and the frequen-

tation of the sacraments. 

5. In the Brief “Divinam Dei” of May 1601, 

Pope Clement VIII expressed his satisfaction 

saying: “What is most important, you have 

acknowledged the Roman Pontiff Common 

Father of all the faithful and Head of the 

whole Church…Hence we congratulate 

you, etc.”  Ω 
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The Secret of Fatima  

Fr. Bertrand Labouche, SSPX  

The Secret of Our Lady of Fatima 

 The Most Blessed Virgin Mary delivered 

messages to the shepherd children of Fatima, 

including three secrets that have been revealed. 

Have these secrets been published? Do they mean 

something that would interest the entire Church? 

“Fatima”: the name rings out like a clarion in the 

battle, springs forth like a living source, shines 

like a light in the night, a light both gentle and 

strong. Never has Our Lady spoken to her chil-

dren on earth with such gravity and insistence, 

using  unprecedented means to get them to heed 

her requests: the revelation of her sorrowful and 

immaculate heart (June 13, 1917); the promise 

of a miraculous aurora borealis (July 13, 1917); 

her request, repeated at each one of her six ap-

paritions, for the daily recitation of the rosary; 

the miracle of the sun (October 13, 1917); and 

then an overwhelming secret , with three parts, 

communicated to the three shepherd children 

on July 13, 1917. Sister Lucy published the two 

first parts in her third Memoir, written on August 

31, 1941. The third part, written on January 3, 

1944, was officially published by the Vatican on 

June 26, 2000. 

The Three Parts of the Secret 

 The parts are: the vision of hell, the devotion 

of reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

with the consecration of Russia to this same heart, 

and the martyrdom of many Catholics of all condi- 

tions, from the pope to the simple baptized faithful.  
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 So this secret has an individual, a social and 

an ecclesial impact: the salvation of souls, the 

conversion of a nation for the good of other na-

tions, and a bloody persecution of the Catholic 

Church. 

“You have seen Hell” 

 For the first time in the history of all her ap-

paritions on earth, the Most Blessed Virgin Mary 

revealed hell. She did so after saying to Lucia, 

Francisco, and Jacinta: “Sacrifice yourselves for 

sinners and say many times, especially when you 

make a sacrifice, ‘O Jesus, this is for love of Thee, 

for the conversion of sinners, and in reparation 

for the sins committed against the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary.’” “As she said this,” tells Sister 

Lucia, “she opened her hands again, as she had 

done the last two months. The reflection of the 

light seemed to penetrate the earth and we saw a 

great sea of fire. Plunged in this fire were demons 

and the souls (of the damned) in human form, 

like transparent burning embers, all blackened 

or burnished bronze, floating about in the con-

flagration, now raised into the air by the flames 

that issued from within themselves together with 

great clouds of smoke, now falling back on every 

side like sparks in a huge fire, without weight or 

equilibrium, and amid shrieks and groans of pain 

and despair, which horrified us and made us trem- 

ble with fear. (It was at the sight of this spectacle 

that I must have let out the cry that they say 

they heard.) The demons could be distinguished 

(from the souls of the damned) by their terrifying 

and repulsive likeness to frightful and unknown 

animals, all black and transparent. This vision 

lasted but an instant. How can we ever be grate-

ful enough to our kind heavenly Mother, who 

had already prepared us by promising, in the first 

Apparition, to take us to heaven. Otherwise, I 

think we would have died of fear and terror. 

Terrified and as if to ask for help, we raised our 

eyes towards Our Lady, who told us so kindly 

and so sadly: ‘You have seen hell where the souls 

of poor sinners go. To save them, God wishes to 

establish in the world devotion to my Immacu-

late Heart[.]’” 

 Some wonder that the best of mothers would 

show so terrifying a spectacle to children. But 

Our Lady’s teaching methods did not backfire. 

These children’s souls were not traumatized; they 

were filled with supernatural lucidity, with fervor 

in prayer, and with apostolic charity for the con-

version of poor sinners. It was not so much the 

horror of the spectacle that overwhelmed them 

as the sorrow of Our Lady and the fate of the 

damned. A sickness that causes repulsive wounds 

inspires a good doctor not with insurmountable 

disgust but with the desire to do everything                                 

                                                                      
Contd. on pg. 36 
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NOVEMBER 15, 2017  

 The church is situated in the historic center 
of the city of Utrecht, and 600 faithful from 
the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, and 
Germany were present. The ceremony began 
with the rite of reconciliation that the Roman 
Pontifical prescribes for restoring a sacred 
building to Catholic worship after it has been 
used for secular purposes. The bishop first 
blessed the “Gregorian water”, a mixture of 
water, wine, salt, and ashes, then sprinkled the 
interior walls and the ground in the form of a 
cross, in order to purify the church of its pro-
fane defilements. 

 In his sermon, Bishop Fellay reminded the 
faithful that the artistic beauty of this place of 
worship is a reflection of the divine beauty, of 
which the Christian soul is also an image. He 
went on to point out that this sacred building 
has now been restored to the traditional liturgy 
for which it was built and that “has never been 
abrogated”, as pope emeritus Benedict XVI 
declared in his Motu Proprio Summorum 
Pontificum on July 7, 2007, although certain 
members of the hierarchy claimed it had been. 
The ceremony continued with a Pontifical 
High Mass celebrated from the faldstool, dire- 
cted by the seminarians of Zaitzkofen, and  

enhanced by the magnificent sounds of the 
sumptuous organ and the baroque pieces that 
were sung most excellently and professionally. 

 After a luncheon attended by most of the 
faithful, the day drew to a close with Eucharis- 
tic adoration and the recitation of the rosary 
in this splendid church that is henceforth des-
tined exclusively to the true worship of the one 
true Lord and Master of the universe. 

 The church was built in the 1870s, when 

Netherlands. Nestled in the historic center of 
Utrecht, it is one of the city’s hidden treasures 
and one of the country’s most beautiful neo-
Gothic churches. The Society of St. Pius X 
has just purchased this monumental jewel. 

 Richly decorated and perfectly preserved          
after a splendid interior restoration, the edifice 

FSSPX.NEWS (Tradition):                

Netherlands - the SSPX Restores St. Willibrord's              

in Utrecht to Catholic Worship 
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offers a unique example of the spirit of medie-
val art from before Calvinist iconoclasm. The 
monumental organ – built by Michaël Maar-
schalkerweerd – is one of the building’s major 
attractions. 
 After the disaster of the Second Vatican 
Council, this jewel came close to being        
destroyed. It was saved thanks to the persis- 
tence of Fr. Winand Kotte and was classified 
as a historical monument and designated as a 

trial project for the preservation of the  Euro-
pean architectural heritage. 

 By restoring true worship to an architec-
tural jewel consecrated to St. Willibrord          
(657-739), the first bishop of Utrecht, apostle 
of Frisia and the Netherlands, where his feast 
is celebrated on November 7, the Society offers 
a concrete illustration of its holy Patron’s papal 
motto: omnia instaurare in Christo. 

Source : FSSPX-News  
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possible to heal it. These children would go on 

to do everything in their power, to the point of 

practicing heroic virtue, to save souls in danger 

of being lost from this frightful peril. Listen to 

the moving laments of little Jacinta after the           

vision of hell: “Hell! Hell! How sorry I am for 

the souls who go to hell! Those living persons 

burning like wood in a fire!” And half trembling, 

she would fall to her knees, join her hands, and 

recite the prayer Our Lady had taught them: “O 

my Jesus, forgive us our sins; save us from the 

fires of hell; lead all souls to Heaven, especially 

those in most need of Thy mercy.” Then she 

would repeat the same prayer on her knees, sob-

bing. And to Lucia: “You must ask Our Lady to 

show hell to all those people and you will see how 

they will convert! Why didn’t you tell Our Lady 

to show hell to all those people? How sorry I 

am for sinners! If only I could show them hell! I 

am going to Heaven, but I want all those people 

to go, too.” Alas, not only are our times far from 

sharing in little Jacinta’s anguish, but hell is  

even “in” as they say. One might almost wonder 

whether Baudelaire’s comment “the devil’s great- 

est ruse is to make people believe that he does 

not exist” can still apply today. Young people, in 

search of strong emotions, are more and more 

fascinated by the devil, the admitted inspiration 

behind rock music. Satanic sects are multiplying 

at breakneck speed: their followers are less and 

less hidden, and they openly proclaim their at-

tachment to the evil one. Worn wittingly or un-

wittingly, his emblems appear everywhere. 

 Thousands of souls will arise at the Last 

Judgment to say: “You knew, why did you 

never say anything, why did you even reassure 

us?” “You who knew our state, why did you not 

worry about our conversion?” “Why did you 

not at least pray and do penance for us?”  Ω 

Contd. from pg. 34 



 

 

DECEMBER 17, 2017 

In an address given in Italian during the 
general audience on December 13, 2017, 
the Holy Father continued his series on 
the Mass, this time answering the question: 
“Why go to Mass on Sunday?" 

 “As Christians, we celebrate the Eucharist 

in order to encounter the Lord,”  explained 

Francis. 

 “Besides, the disciples were right,” explained 

the pope, adding that “they themselves had 

the habit of celebrating the Eucharistic en-

counter on Sunday, for it was the day of the 

resurrection and the pentecostal outpouring 

of the Holy Spirit.”  

 “In many secularized societies, we have 

lost the sense of Sunday illuminated by the 

Mass,” lamented Francis, before insisting: 

“This is a sin!”  

 As for not working on Sunday, the Holy 

Father recalled that at first, in the Roman 

Empire, “not working on Sunday did not exist”; 

“it was a specifically Christian contribution”,  

 

for by passing “from the condition of slaves to 

that of children of God, Sunday was transfor- 

med into a day of rest occupied by the Mass.”  

 “We go to Mass,” concluded Francis, be-

cause “we need the grace of Jesus”, and with-

out the Mass we “cannot be credible witnesses” 

to our faith. 

 It is good to hear the pope recall our duty 

to sanctify Sundays. This duty is one of the 

precepts of the Church, and corresponds to 

the third commandment of God: “Remember 

to keep holy the Lord’s day.” It consists in  

abstaining from servile work and rendering to 

God the worship that is due to Him, in all 

justice, in spirit and in truth (see Jn. 4:23).  

Assisting at Holy Mass is the most perfect 

means of rendering to God this sacrosanct 

worship. Here we see the whole drama of the 

post-conciliar liturgical reform, which altered 

several essential truths of the doctrine of the 

Catholic Mass, thus justifying the defense of 

the traditional Mass. 

Source : FSSPX-News  

FSSPX.NEWS (Rome):                

Pope Francis Says Not Going to Mass is a Sin 
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NOVEMBER 27, 2017 

 In the province of Jiangxi, government 

officials are financially encouraging Chris-

tians to remove crosses from their homes 

and replace them with the effigy of Presi-

dent Xi Jinping. 

 According to propaganda from the Chinese 

government on social media, no less than 624 

crosses have been removed from houses by 

their owners, who “publicly recognized their 

mistakes” and promised “not to entrust to          

Jesus but to the (Communist) Party”.  

 In this part of the country, where there are 

one million Christians, 10% of the population 

live below the poverty line. The government 

is thus able to convince poor people to remove 

religious images from their homes in exchange 

for certain social advantages; this is what is 

happening, a priest in the country told Ucanews. 

 Another priest in northern China declared 

that President Xi has become “another Mao” 

since his re-election, and fears that the country’s  

 

religious policy will soon grow stricter. 

 Recently, the Ministry of Education even 

launched a campaign to “raise awareness” 

among the youth, who are encouraged to de-

nounce any member of their family that could 

be a threat to national security.           

Sources: ucanews / Catholic Herald / 

FSSPX.News 

Portrait of President Xi Jinping. 

FSSPX.NEWS (World):                

Increasing Intimidation of Christians in China 
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             Society of Saint Pius X 

                              

The Society of St. Pius X is an international priestly society of common life without 

vows, whose purpose is the priesthood and that which pertains to it. 
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