
The Saint Francis Xavier’s Messenger - #10 - November 2015 
Newsletter of the Society of Saint Pius X in Sri Lanka 

———————  
 

Purgatory 

 Scripture tells us quite clearly that it is a holy and wholesome 
thought to pray for the dead that they may be loosed from sins. 
(2 Machabees 12: 46) The universal Catholic Practice for the 
souls in Purgatory is well known in the following prayer which 
is prayed very often, “et fidelium animae per misericordiam Dei 
requiescant in pace. Amen.” (and may the souls of the faithful 
departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen).  
But what does ‘Purgatory’ mean? It comes from the Latin word 
"purgare" which means to make clean, to purify. According to 
the Catholic teaching purgatory “is a place or a condition of 
temporal punishment for those who, departing this life 
in God's grace, are, not entirely free from venial faults, or 
have not fully paid the satisfaction due to their 
transgressions.” 
 

The above definition is well explained by the Holy Tradition of 
the Church. In this definition we are confronted with temporal 
punishment. This temporal punishment is on account of sin, even 
after the sin itself has been pardoned by God. This is clearly 
evident from the Scripture.  

* God indeed brought man out of his first disobedience 
and gave him power to govern all things (Wisdom 10:2), but 
still condemned him "to eat his bread in the sweat of his brow" 
until he returned unto dust.  

* God forgave the incredulity of Moses and Aaron, but 
in punishment kept them from the "land of promise" (Numbers 
20:12).  

* The Lord took away the sin of David, but the life of 
the child was forfeited because David had 
made God's enemies blaspheme His Holy Name  
 

In both Testaments – Old as well as the New –
almsgiving and fasting, and in general penitential acts are the 
real fruits of repentance (Matthew 3:8; Luke 17:3; 3:3). The 
whole penitential system of the Church testifies that 
the voluntary assumption of penitential works has always been 
part of true repentance and the Council of Trent (Sess. XIV, 

can. xi) reminds the faithful that God does not always remit 
the whole punishment due to sin together with the 
guilt. God requires satisfaction, and will punish sin, and 
this doctrine involves as its necessary consequence a belief that 
the sinner failing to do penance in this life may be punished in 
another world, and so not be cast off eternally from God. 
The next term is about venial sins which many take very lightly. 
All sins are not equal before God, nor dare anyone assert that 
the daily faults of human frailty will be punished with the same 
severity that is meted out to serious violation of God's law. On 
the other hand whosoever comes into God's presence must be 
perfectly pure for in the strictest sense His "eyes are too pure, 
to behold evil" (Hab. 1:13). For unrepented venial faults for 
the payment of temporal punishment due to sin at time of 
death, the Church has always taught the doctrine of purgatory. 
So deep was this belief ingrained in our common humanity that it was 
accepted by the Jews, and in at least a shadowy way by the pagans, 
long before the coming of Christianity. ("Aeneid," VI, 735 sq.; 
Sophocles, "Antigone," 450 sq.).  
 

This teaching of the Church on purgatory is clearly expressed 
in the Decree of Union drawn up by the Council of 
Florence (Mansi, t. XXXI, col. 1031), and in the decree of 
the Council of Trent which (Sess. XXV) defined: 
"Whereas the Catholic Church, instructed by the Holy 
Ghost, has from the Sacred Scriptures and the ancient 
tradition of the Fathers taught in Councils and very 
recently in this Ecumenical synod (Sess. VI, cap. XXX; 
Sess. XXII cap.ii, iii) that there is a purgatory, and that 
the souls therein are helped by the suffrages of 
the faithful, but principally by the acceptable Sacrifice of 
the Altar; the Holy Synod enjoins on the Bishops that they 
diligently endeavor to have the sound doctrine of 
the Fathers in Councils regarding purgatory everywhere 
taught and preached, held and believed by 
the faithful" (Denzinger, "Enchiridon", 983). 
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Most Holy Father, 
It is with great anxiety that we observe all around 
us a persistent degradation of marriage and the 
family, the origin and foundation of all human so-
ciety.  
This decay is rapidly accelerating, particularly be-
cause of the legalization of the most immoral and 
depraved sorts of behavior. Today the law of God, 
even the simply natural law, is being publicly 
trampled underfoot; the gravest sins are multiply-
ing in a troubling way and cry out to Heaven for 
vengeance. 

  

Most Holy Father, 
We cannot conceal from you the fact that the first 
part of the Synod dedicated to “Pastoral Challeng-
es of the Family in the Context of Evangelization” 
greatly alarmed us. From ecclesiastical dignitaries 
we heard and read statements so contrary to the 
clear and constant doctrine of the Church concern-
ing the sanctity of marriage, that our souls were 
deeply disturbed. These men claimed to have your 
support, and their claims met with no public deni-
al. 

What worries us even more is that certain of your 
words give the impression that it might be possible 
for doctrine to evolve in response to new needs of 
the Christian people. Our disquiet comes from the 
fact that in his encyclical Pascendi, Saint Pius X 
condemned an alteration of dogma that would 
make it conform to so-called requirements of the 
present time. Both Pius X and you, Most Holy Fa-
ther, received the fullness of the authority to teach, 

sanctify, and govern in obedience to Christ, Who 
is the head and pastor of the flock at all times and 
in all places, and whose faithful vicar the Pope 
must be on this earth. That which has been subject 
to a solemn condemnation cannot, over time, be-
come an approved pastoral practice. 

God, the author of nature, established the stable 
union of a man and a woman for the purpose of 
perpetuating the human species. Old Testament 
revelation teaches us, in the most obvious way, 
that indissoluble marriage between one man and 
one woman was established directly by God, and 
that its essential characteristics were not left by 
Him to the free choice of men, such that marriage 
remains under a very special divine protection: 
“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s 
wife.” (Exodus 20:17)  

The gospels teach us that Jesus Himself, by virtue 
of his supreme authority, definitively reestablished 
marriage in its original purity, which the corrup-
tion of men had altered: “What therefore God hath 
joined together, let no man put asun-
der.” (Matthew 19:6) 

Throughout time it has been the glory of the Cath-
olic Church to defend the human and divine reality 
of marriage against turmoil, despite entreaties, dis-
regarding threats and temptations. Even though 
corrupt men abandoned her for this reason alone, 
the Church has always held high the standard of 
fidelity, purity, and fruitfulness, in short, the 
standard of genuine conjugal and familial love. 

As the second part of this Synod dedicated to the 
family approaches, in conscience we feel it our 

Petition to the Holy Father 



duty to express to the Apostolic See the profound 
anxieties which seize us at the thought of 
“conclusions” that could be proposed on that occa-
sion, if by some great misfortune there were to be 
a new attack against the sanctity of marriage and 
the family, a new weakening of couples and home 
life. We hope with all our heart that the Synod will 
on the contrary perform a work of genuine mercy 
by recalling in its entirety, for the good of souls, 
the Church’s salutary teaching on the subject of 
marriage. 

We are fully aware, especially in the present con-
text, that people entangled in abnormal marital sit-
uations must be welcomed pastorally with com-
passion, so as to show them the very merciful face 
of the God of love proclaimed by the Church. 

Nevertheless, the law of God, expression of his 
eternal love for mankind, is in itself the supreme 
mercy for all periods of history, all persons, and 
all situations. Therefore we pray that the gospel 
truth concerning marriage, which the Synod ought 
to proclaim, may not be skirted in practice by nu-
merous “pastoral exceptions” that would distort its 
true meaning, or by legislation that would almost 
unfailingly abolish its real import. On this point 
we feel obliged to say that, despite reminders con-
cerning the indissolubility of marriage, the canoni-
cal changes required by the Moto Proprio Mitis 
Iudex Dominus Iesus facilitating declarations of 
nullity will de facto open the door to legal pro-
ceedings authorizing “Catholic divorce,” even if it 
goes by another name. These modifications 
acknowledge contemporary morals without at-
tempting to put them in accord with the divine 
law. Are we then not to be heart stricken by the 
fate of children born to these marriages annulled 
in haste and who cannot but be victims of the 
“culture of waste”. 

In the sixteenth century Pope Clement VII refused 
to accord Henry VIII of England the divorce he 
was demanding. Despite much pressure and at the 
risk of an Anglican schism, the Pope upheld the 
sublime teaching of Christ and his Church con-
cerning the indissolubility of marriage. Will his 
decision now be repudiated by a “canonical re-
pentance”? 

Throughout the world in recent times, many fami-
lies have courageously rallied against civil laws 
that undermine the natural and Christian family 
and publicly encourage scandalous behavior con-
trary to the most basic morality. Can the Church 
abandon those who, sometimes to their own detri-
ment, and always subject to mockery and taunts, 
wage this necessary but very difficult battle? Such 

a stance would constitute a disastrous counter-
witness, and for these persons it would be a source 
of disgust and discouragement. Churchmen, on the 
contrary, by virtue of their very mission, should 
offer them clear support backed up by solid argu-
ments.  

 

Most Holy Father, 
For the honor of Our Lord Jesus Christ, for the 
consolation of the Church and of all faithful Cath-
olics, for the good of society and of all humanity, 
in this crucial hour we petition you therefore to let 
your voice resound throughout the world with a 
word of truth, clarity, and firmness, in defense of 
Christian and even merely human marriage, in 
support of its foundation, namely, the difference 
and complementarity of the sexes, upholding its 
exclusivity and indissolubility. With filial piety we 
beg you to let your voice be heard by all, and that 
it be accompanied by actions too in support of the 
Catholic family. 

We entrust this humble petition to the patronage of 
Saint John the Baptist, who underwent martyrdom 
for having publicly defended the sanctity and ex-
clusivity of marriage, even against a scandalous 
civil authority in a case of “divorced-and-
remarried persons.” And we pray the Precursor 
give Your Holiness the courage to recall before 
the whole world the true doctrine concerning natu-
ral and Christian marriage.  

 

On the Feast of the Seven Sorrows of Our Lady, 
September 15, 2015 

 
+Bernard Fellay 
Superior General of the Society of Saint Pius X 



SUN 
1 November 

ALL SAINTS DAY 
8.30—Rosary  

9.00—Sung Mass 

ST. GREGORY THE WONDERWORKER 
5.30—Low Mass  

TUE 
17 November 

MON 
2 November 

ALL SOULS DAY 
7.15—Low Mass  
5.30—Low Mass  

DEDICATION OF SS. PETER AND PAUL 
5.30—Low Mass  

WED 
18 November 

TUE 
3 November 

FERIA 
7.15—Low Mass  
5.30—Low Mass  

ST. ELISABETH OF HUNGARY 
4.50—Rosary & Benediction 

5.30—Low Mass  

THU 
19 November 

WED 
4 November 

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO 
7.15—Low Mass  
5.30—Low Mass  

ST. FELIX OF VALOIS 
5.30—Low Mass  

 
FRI 

20 November 

THU 
5 November 

FERIA 
7.15—Low Mass  

4.50—Rosary & Benediction 
5.30—Low Mass  

PRESENTATION OF THE B.V. MARY 
5.30—Low Mass  

SAT 
21 November 

 
FRI 

6 November 

FIRST FRIDAY 
7.15—Low Mass  
5.30—Low Mass  

LAST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
8.30—Rosary  

9.00—Sung Mass 

SUN 
22 November 

SAT 
7 November 

FIRST SATURDAY 
5.30—Low Mass  

ST. CLEMENT I 
5.30—Low Mass  

MON 
23 November 

SUN 
8 November 

24th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
8.30—Rosary  

9.00—Sung Mass 

ST. JOHN OF THE CROSS 
5.30—Low Mass  

TUE 
24 November 

MON 
9 November 

DEDICATION OF ST. JOHN LATERAN 
5.30—Low Mass  

ST. CATHERINE OF ALEXANDRIA 
5.30—Low Mass  

WED 
25 November 

TUE 
10 November 

ST. ANDREW AVELINO 
7.15—Low Mass  
5.30—Low Mass  

ST. SYLVESTER 
4.50—Rosary & Benediction 

5.30—Low Mass  

THU 
26 November 

WED 
11 November 

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 
7.15—Low Mass  
5.30—Low Mass  

FERIA 
5.30—Low Mass  

 
FRI 

27 November 

THU 
12 November 

ST. MARTIN I 
7.15—Low Mass  

4.50—Rosary & Benediction 
5.30—Low Mass  

OUR LADY ON SATURDAY 
5.30—Low Mass  

SAT 
28 November 

FRI 
13 October 

ST. DIDACUS 
5.30—Low Mass  

1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
8.30—Rosary  

9.00—Sung Mass 

SUN 
29 November 

SAT 
14 November 

ST. JOSAPHAT 
5.30—Low Mass  

ST. ANDREW 
5.30—Low Mass  

MON 
30 November 

SUN 
15 November 

25th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
8.30—Rosary  

9.00—Sung Mass 

  

MON 
16 November 

ST. GERTRUDE 
5.30—Low Mass  

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Priests’ Presence: Fr . BW (3-7/11); Fr. GN (9/11-5/12); 
Fr. Loschi (29/11-12/11). 
The Catechism in pictures is available for  LKR750. 
No Sunday Mass: 20 December . 
 

 


