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The Incredible Power of  the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Dear Faithful, 

  

Men believe that they are in control of their lives and 

destiny, and some even pretend that they can make 

history through their own qualities and skills. If some 

had an influence on the course of events that affected 

mankind, they were merely the instruments of Divine 

Providence.  God is using men in order to exercise His 

Justice or His Mercy.  
 

Among men who actually changed the world, there is 

one who surpasses all. Actually it is a 

woman, the greatest woman in history, 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Our 

Saviour.  
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ has given to His 

Holy Mother and fantastic power over 

human affairs, a power that shows itself 

especially when men request her 

assistance.  Here are four examples of 

the response of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

to men’s prayer and the unbelievable 

efficacy of her action: WWII, post war 

Austria, post war Germany, and the 

Korean War. 

  

World War II 
  

Despite all his diplomatic efforts, Pope Pius XII was 

unable to stop WWII. By autumn 1942, the amount of 

casualties and destruction was horrifying and nothing 

seemed possible to stop the course of the biggest conflict 

in human history. 

Seeing the hopelessness of all human action in bringing 

about the end of this human tragedy, Pope Pius XII 

turned to Heaven for assistance. Inspired by the 

apparition of Our Lady in Fatima, the Pope consecrated 

the whole world to the Immaculate Heart of Mary on 

the 31st October 1942 with the principal intention of 

stopping the war.  
 

The answer of the Bl. Virgin Mary did not take long: on 

the very same day, the Allied in North Africa engaged 

in a battle fought valiantly by the Australian troops that 

paved the way to the victory of El Alamein that took 

place a few days later on the 4th 

November 1942. Only one week after 

the consecration, on the 8 November, 

American troops, followed by the 

British, landed in Morocco and Algeria 

opening a second front against the 

German and Italian armies that will 

eventually leave Northern Africa on the 

13th Mai 1943, Fatima day.  

 

Winston Churchill wrote in his 

memoirs that the victory of El Alamein 

was the turning point of WWII. He 

declared: “One can say that before El 

Alamein we had not had any victory, 

and after it, we never had any defeat.”  
 

Just a few days after the consecration 

performed by Pope Pius XII, the tide of history had 

turned.  
 

It is interesting to note that the major defeat of the 

German army in Stalingrad, Russia, that put a stop to 

the advance of Hitler’s troops and started their gradual 

receding, took place on a feast of Our Lady, 2nd 

February 1943 (Purification of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary). 
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This date is one of a series that shows the involvement 

of the Queen of Heaven in the events that will 

eventually lead to the end of the war. Here below are a 

few of those dates: 

  

 8th September 1943, Feast of the Nativity of the Bl. 

Virgin Mary, Italy capitulates. 

 13th October 1943 (Fatima Day), Italy breaks its 

pact with Germany and sides with the Allies. 

 13th May 1944 (Fatima day) sees the completely 

victory of the Allies over the Germans in Italy. 

 15th August 1944, the Allies land in Toulon, France, 

and began to free France from German 

occupation. 

 12th September 1944, Feast of the Holy Name of 

Mary, the Allies cross the German border for the 

first time. 

 13th October 1944 (Fatima day), the first German 

city (Aachen) is attacked by the Allies. 

 8th May 1945, Feast of Mary Mediatrix of all 

Graces, is the official end of the war in Europe. 

 15th August 1945 Capitulation of Japan. 

 8th September 1945, the peace treaty with Japan is 

signed.  

 Post War Austria 
 

At the end of the War, part of Austria is occupied by the 

Soviet army that tried to impose on the rest of the 

country the principles of communism. On the 2nd 

February 1947, Father Petrus Pavlicek, who came to 

know about the apparition of Our Lady in Fatima when 

he was a war prisoner, heard the voice of the Virgin 

Mary during a pilgrimage to the shrine of Mariazell 

telling him: “If one does what I say, many souls will be 

saved and there will be peace”.  

  

Father Pavlicek accepted the invitation to trust in Our 

Lady. He took the resolution to say the rosary daily and 

in 1949, with the permission of the Austrian bishops, he 

promoted a rosary crusade for his country.  

 

The crusade was a success since around 600,000 people 

joined in. After six years of fervent prayers said for 

Austria’s freedom came the news: the Soviet Union 

decided to withdraw its 

troops; the Red Army 

left Austria on the... 

13th May 1955, 

Fatima Day. 
  

At a huge rally held as 

a thanksgiving for 

freedom on the 1st 

September 1955, the 

Austrian Chancellor 

(equivalent to Prime 

Minister) Julius Raab  

publicly declared: “We 

are free; Mary, we 

thank Thee!” 

 

It is worth noting that on the very next day following 

the withdrawal of communist troops, the Warsaw Pact 

was signed (14th May 1955) that tightened the grip of 

Russia on Eastern European countries, countries that, 

unlike Austria, did not pray to the Mother of God for 

help. 

  

Post War Germany  
 
Germany too became the recipient of Our Lady’s 

intervention. The German branch of the Blue Army (*) 

asked the German bishops to consecrate Germany to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary. The consecration was done 

by Card. Frings on the 4th September 1954 with three 

main petitions: 

 

 Return of the prisoners from Russian camps. 

 Reunification of Germany. 

 Conversion of the Protestants and unity of 

Christendom. 
 

A few months later, Konrad Adenauer, the German 

Chancellor, himself a member of the Blue Army, 

undertook a voyage to Moscow in order to ask for the 

release of the prisoners. 

The Russians authorities 

agreed because they 

wanted to push him to 

open an Embassy of 

West Germany in 

Moscow. 
 

As soon as the 

Chancellor arrived in 

Russia’s capital city, he 

went to the French 

embassy where there 

was a statue of Our Lady 

of Fatima. He prayed the rosary for the success of his 

mission, then, he went to the only Catholic church of 

Moscow and prayed to Our Lady again. 

 

During the negotiation, as planned, the Russians 

demanded the opening of a West German embassy in 

Landing of US troops in Southern France 15 Aug. 1944 

Fr. Petrus Pavlicek (1902-1982) 
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Moscow to which Adenauer refused on the ground that 

there was already an East German embassy. Opening 

another embassy would be acknowledging the partition 

of Germany which he always refused to do, in his mind, 

there was only one Germany. 

  

Adenauer had his rosary beads in his pocket, and when 

he did not have to talk during the sessions, he said the 

rosary. His prayer was heard beautifully as at the end of 

the negotiation the head of the Russian delegation told 

him: “We give you everything, everything. Just wait for 

a week. We give you our word of honour.” They agreed 

to free 20,000 prisoners without anything in return 

  

The transfer of the German prisoners held in Siberia 

began on the 7th October 1955, Feast of the Most 

Holy Rosary. 

  

Forty years after the division of Germany, 

demonstrations start on the 7th October 1985, causing 

the first cracks in the edifice of communism, and on the 

7th October 1989, new demonstrations sprang up that 

grow by the day until the complete collapse of the 

communist regime. On the 3rd October 1990, Germany 

was reunited. 

 

Here again, no comment needed, the dates speak by 

themselves. 

 

(*) The Blue Army was founded by Mons. Harold V. 

Colgan in October 1947, in the United States, to battle 

the Red Army. Whilst sick in hospital with serious heart 

condition, Fr. Colgan promised to Our Lady on the 8th 

December 1946 that if he got better, he would spend the 

rest of his life promoting the message of Fatima. After 

making this promise, Fr. Colgan left the hospital without 

being discharged, absolutely certain he was cured. 

His doctor was present at Mass when Fr. Colgan 

unexpectedly came out of the sacristy to go to the altar. 

Afraid he could have a heart attack, the doctor spoke to 

the bishop who ordered the priest to have a medical 

checkup. The examination revealed that his heart was 

perfectly fine and that he could resume his priestly 

activities. 

  

Korean War 
  

In 1949, as soon as the American troops left Korea, the 

North, aided by the Chinese military, invaded the South 

of the country. The Americans came back in June 1950 

to push the invaders back to the North. This was the 

beginning of a deadly war that would claim the lives of 

1,5 million Koreans. 

  

Seeing that no side was winning, and while violent 

fighting went on at the level of the 38th parallel, peace 

talks began in July 1951 but to no avail. Two years later, 

the conflict was still raging. 

On the 11th March 1953, a Catholic chaplain to the 

American Army, Fr. Matthew Strumski, asked the 

American branch of the Blue Army to send him a statue 

of Our Lady of Fatima. After being blessed by the 

bishop of Fatima himself, the statue arrived in South 

Korea for the launching of a rosary crusade across the 

country. With the permission of the Korean bishops, the 

pilgrim statue visited all the dioceses, but more had to 

be done.  

  

Fr. Strumski, then, had the idea of going to the front line 

in company with the Virgin Mary. A plaque reading 

“Pilgrim Virgin of the US Army, Queen of the first 

Division of Catholic Marines” was placed at her feet. 

The statue went and visited all the battalions where 

Catholic soldiers were asked to join in the rosary prayer 

for peace. The statue travelled in an armoured vehicle 

from East to West, by day or night time, across valleys, 

rivers, and hills, amid fighting and bombardments.  

  

After only four months of prayers, on the 27th July 

1953, the armistice was signed. Had men called on the 

Bl. Virgin Mary at the beginning of the war, countless 

lives would have been spared. 

———- 

Our times, too, have their challenges.  We are worried, 

for instance, about  the direction society is heading to 

when, in so many countries, laws are passed that 

blatantly offend God and defy His Authority over the 

creation. The sense of powerlessness we experience 

before growing impiety might be extremely frustrating 

at times, but we should not forget that Our Lord gave us 

the solution to any of today’s difficulties, and such a 

solution has a name: it is the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 

Father Fabrice Loschi 

US Marine praying the rosary 

during the Korean War 



World Record in Negombo 

Traditional  Latin Mass  Campaign - 20th February 2014 

Fr. Gregory Noronha’s visit - January 26th - February  24th 2014 

Probably a world record and 

certainly a record for Asia: 

our Srilankan Mission prides 

itself of having in its ranks the 

oldest altar server for the 

Traditional Latin Mass: 

Herbert Fernando, 82 years 

old, from Katunayake. Uncle 

Herbert, a pillar of the Society 

of Saint Pius X in Sri Lanka, 

has been coming to our Mass 

for years and helped earlier 

with the singing in the choir. 

   Fr. Gregory Noronha, who is currently posted in 

Palayamkottai, Tamil Nadu, India, spent a month in 

Negombo, experiencing the quality of Srilankan 

hospitality. Father  is native of Goa, the State that was the 

birth place of Blessed Joseph Vaz who did so much for 

the revival of the Catholic faith in our country.  

   During his month among us, Father was far from 

idle. Apart from saying Mass like the beautiful ceremony 

of the 2nd February (Candlemas), Father visited a good 

number of people, gave the last rites, blessed and gave 

communion to the sick, blessed houses, and taught 

English at the school.  

   Our heartfelt gratitude for your good work, Father! 

May God bless your apostolate. 

   Father Gregory is in charge of the Mass centres of 

Goa, Mumbai (Bombay) and Bangalore in India.  

  In February, the Traditional Latin Mass was welcomed at the 

residence of Peter Jusay and family in Kandana. A good number 

of faithful attended the Traditional Mass for the first time which 

gave the opportunity to 

explain the use of 

vestments and the beauty 

and greatness of the Holy 

Sacrifice in its unaltered 

form. 

   Fr. Loschi said Mass 

while Fr. Noronha 

assisted the choir and 

played the organ. 

Parish Life 

Visit of  Johannes and Claire - 20th / 25th March 2014 

Fr. Gregory Noronha having a chat with Miss Thilini on 

the wonders accomplished by the great Saint Anthony of 

Padua after the children were given a holy picture of him.  

  For five days, we had the joy of welcoming Johannes (Jojo!) and 

Claire who came for a holiday to visit some of the beauties of the 

Island. Johannes Rehm, from Germany, is 20 years old. He recently 

passed his end of Secondary studies exam at St. Michael’s (SSPX) in 

England. Johannes spent 6 months at our priory in Tamil Nadu 

helping with classes for our orphans, and on his return to his 

homeland he plans to work in a bank for some time before entering a 

school of Engineering. 

 

  Claire Garnaud is from France and is 22 years old. She is a nurse. 

She spent 6 months at the girls’ orphanage in India helping the sisters 

with daily chores, and teaching French and Latin. On her return to 

France she plans to find a job and pursue further studies at the same 

time. She has already decided to come back to Asia and participate in 

the next medical mission in the Philippines. 


