
15th June 2014 15th June 2014 15th June 2014 15th June 2014 ----    Corpus Christi ProcessionCorpus Christi ProcessionCorpus Christi ProcessionCorpus Christi Procession    

  Our heartfelt gratitude to all those who 

helped to make this ceremony in honour of 

our Eucharistic King a great success: liturgy, 

singing, decoration, flowers, procession…. 

  The Corpus Christi ceremony was also the 

occasion for launching our first fundraiser as 

we plan to renovate our church giving 

it a beautiful façade and walls. News 

on the project coming soon.  
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Saint Francis of Assisi  
on the Blessed Sacrament 

 

"What wonderful majesty! What 

stupendous condescension! O sublime 

humility! That the Lord of the whole 

universe, God and the Son of God, should 

humble Himself like this under the form of 

a little bread, for our salvation" 

 

"...In this world I cannot see the Most 

High Son of God with my own eyes, 

except for His Most Holy Body and 

Blood." 
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DDDDear Faithful, 

  

While Saint Francis of Assisi 

was praying before the 

crucifix in the dilapidated 

church of San Damiano, he 

heard the voice of Our Lord: 

“Francis, go and rebuild my Church, which you can see 

has fallen into ruin.” 

 

Archbishop Lefebvre heard the same kind of calling 

during a dream he had in the Dakar cathedral. He wrote 

about it in his Spiritual Journey. (1) Archbishop 

Lefebvre was then called by Jesus to work on the 

renewal of the Church through promoting priestly 

holiness. 

 

During his life as a 

prelate, the main 

focus of Arch. 

Marcel Lefebvre 

was the priesthood: 

the awaking of new 

vocations and the  

sanctification of the 

clergy.  

 

The apostolate of this wonderful man of God bore so 

many fruits since that dream that very few bishops in the 

world can boast of having done as much work for the 

building up of the Church as he did.  

 

For instance, when in 1947, Marcel Lefebvre arrived in 

Dakar, Senegal (a pre-dominantly Muslim country), there 

were only two parishes and three churches. When he left, 

ten years later, there were nine parishes and thirteen 

churches. From 1948 to 1958 

while he worked as Apostolic 

Delegate for the whole of 

French Africa, he created 

nineteen new dioceses, the 

number of priests grew from 

1531 to 3236, and the number 

of faithful from two to four 

million. Imagine the number 

of churches that were built in 

just ten years in order to cater 

for the needs of the new 

Catholics. (2) 

 

A similar fruitfulness can be 

observed in the Society of 

Saint Pius X which 

Archbishop Lefebvre founded in 1970.   

 

The latest Statistics  (as of October 2013) show that the 

SSPX has 575 priests present in 32 countries and active 

in 33 more, 750 Mass centres, 125 religious brothers, 

186 religious sisters, 210 seminarians in six seminaries, 
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32 pre-seminarians, more than 100 schools, and 

2 university-level institutes. (3) 

 

During its 44 years of existence, the Society of Saint 

Pius X has shown an exceptional apostolic activity in 

the service of the Traditional Latin Mass and the 

sanctification of the faithful. 

 

Having opened 750 

Mass centres in 4 

decades is quite an 

achievement. This 

illustrates in a most 

tangible manner the 

fecundity of Catholic 

Tradition. 

 

At the beginning these 

centres were humble 

looking venues like old 

garages or sheds, 

former shops or 

workshops bought and 

changed into dignified 

places of worship. With 

the increase in the 

number of faithful proper chapels or churches had to be 

built, some being truly beautiful works of art of a rather 

significant dimension.  

 

In the photos displayed in the article, there are a few 

examples of the recent buildings that rose from the 

ground thanks to the faith and generosity of the 

parishioners. Along with the origin is given the year of 

completion. 

 

Vatican II wanted to build a New 

Church. Following its founder’s 

footsteps the Society of Saint 

Pius X prefers to build new 

churches for the Church of all 

times.   

Father Fabrice Loschi 

 

Notes: 

(1) “If the Holy Ghost permits me 

to put in writing the spiritual 

thoughts which follow, before 

entering—if it please God—into the bosom of the Holy 

Trinity, I will be allowed to realise the dream of which 

He gave me a glimpse one day in the Cathedral of 

Dakar.  

In the face of the progressive degradation of the priestly 

ideal, my dream was to transmit the Catholic Priesthood 

of Our Lord Jesus Christ in all its doctrinal purity and in 

all its missionary charity, just as He conferred it on His 

Apostles, just as the Roman Church always transmitted 

it until the middle of the twentieth century”.  

Arch. Marcel Lefebvre, Spiritual Journey, Angelus 

Press, 2011, Preface.  

(2) Marcel Lefebvre, The Biography, by Bp Bernard 

Tissier de Mallerais, Angelus Press, 2004 

(3)  http://laportelatine.org/quisommesnous/statistiques/

stat.php  
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Priestly Holiness and Immaculate Heart of Mary: 
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, 

The Heir of a Prestigious Legacy 

 

Cardinal Peter de Bérulle (1575-1629),  
founded the French Oratory in Paris in 1611  

for the formation of holy priests sharing community life. 

He is the first to ask from his clergy a pledge of “holy slavery to Our Lady”. 

Father de Condren (1588-1641), successor of Card. de Bérulle at the Oratory, 
Spiritual Director of Padre Ollier.  

Father Ollier (1588-1641)  

Founded in 1641 in Paris  
the Saint Sulpice Seminary  
for the reform of the clergy. 

Saint Louis Grignion de Montfort  

(1673-1716) 
Formed at Saint Sulpice; 

created and promoted a method of total 
consecration of self to the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. 

Claude Poullart des Places  

(1679-1709) 
Close friend of Saint Louis Grignion de 
Montfort. Founded in 1703, the Society 
of the Holy Ghost for the formation of 

the clergy under the patronage of  
Mary Conceived without Sin. 

Saint John Eudes (1601-1680) 
Entered the Oratory in 1623; left it in 
1643 to found his own congregation 

(Eudists) for the formation of priests and 
for missionary work. 

Promoted devotion to the Heart of 
Mary; wrote the Mass of the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary in 1648, 
and was the first priest to say it. 

Father Francis Libermann  

(1802-1852)  
Formed at Saint Sulpice. Spent two years 
with the Eudists. In 1840 founded the 

Congregation of the Heart of Mary for 
the evangelization of Africans, in Our Lady 
of Victories church in Paris, seat of the  
Archconfraternity of the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary. 

In 1848 in Our Lady of Victories church in Paris, Society of the Holy Ghost and 
Congregation of the Heart of Mary united and became 

  the Congregation of the Holy Ghost and of the Immaculate Heart of Mary  

known as Holy Ghost Fathers. 

In 1853, this new Congregation opened in Rome 
the French Seminary of the Most Holy Heart of Mary under the patronage of  

Our Lady of Victories. 

Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre (1905-1991) 

Formed at the French Seminary in Rome, founded in 1970,  
the Society of Saint Pius X, 

society of common life for the formation of holy priests,  
consecrated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary in 1984. 


