
The House of Loreto is the house of Nazareth in 

which Our Lady received the visit of the Archangel 

Gabriel on the day of the Annunciation and the house 

where Jesus spent most of His hidden life. It is in 

Loreto now because it was miraculously transported by 

angels from Nazareth to Italy in order to be saved from 

a Muslim attack. 

 

As nowadays Churchmen are rather uncomfortable 

with miracles, a new theory was recently set up to 

undermine this traditional belief stating that in reality 

the house was not  transported to Italy by angels but in 

fact by a family of crusaders named “De Angelis” 

hence the legend of an angelic intervention. 

 

This new theory does not resist a simple examination 

of the facts. For instance, the Holy House was not 

moved once, but five times and to five different places 

making it quite improbable for a human intervention. 

The Holy House goes to Croatia 

 

On 12 May 1291, the angels moved the house to a small 

town named Tersatto in Croatia. Very early in the 

morning the neighbors discovered it and they were 

astonished to see this House without a foundation and 

they could not explain how it arrived there. They 

entered and saw an altar of rock. On the altar there was a 

cedar statue of the Virgin Mary who had the child Jesus 

in her arms. Some days later, the Virgin Mary appeared 

to a priest of that place and explained to him where the 

house came from.  

 

The altar that was moved with the house was 

consecrated by Peter, the Prince of the Apostles, that is 

why it is called “Altar of the Apostles”. 

 

Pilgrimages to the Holy House began. The residents of 

this small town built 

over the Holy House a 

simple building to 

protect it from the 

weather.  
 

After three years and 

seven months, on the 

night of the 10 

December 1294, the 

house disappeared 

from Tersatto to never 

return again. A small 

church was built on the 

place as a 

remembrance with the 

following inscription: 

“The Holy House of 
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the Virgin Mary came from Nazareth on 12 May 

1291 and stayed here until 10 December 1294.” 
To this day the Croatian people venerate our Blessed 

Mother in that place.  

 

The Holy House is taken to Italy  

 

First landing: Banderuola. On 10 December 1294, 

some shepherds of the region of Ancona in Italy reported 

to have seen a house flying over the ocean, held by 

angels. There was an angel dressed with a red cape 

(Saint Michael) who directed the others and the Virgin 

Mary with the Child Jesus were seated on the House. 

The angels lowered the house on the place named 

Banderuola.  

 

Second landing: Many arrived to 

visit this holy house, but there were 

also some who went to mug the 

pilgrims. For this reason, people 

stopped going and the house was 

again moved by the angels to a hill 

in the middle of a farm.  

 

Third landing: The Holy House 

would not remain there for much 

longer. The farm belonged to two 

brothers who began to fight over 

the ownership of the house.  

 

Fourth landing: Recanati 

(Loreto). For a fourth time the 

house was moved to another hill 

and the angels placed it in the 

middle of the path. This is the 

place that it has occupied for 700 

years.  

 

Scientific confirmation 

 

Science confirmed the truth of this Catholic tradition. An 

investigation ordered by Benedict XV (1913-22) 

disclosed the following: 

. The Holy House has no foundation and does not rest on 

virgin soil but stands partially on a public road, partially 

on an adjacent field and ditch. This unlikely spot showed 

that the House was not built there.  

. The style of the Holy House is similar to the ones at 

Nazareth and different from the houses in the area 

around Loreto in the 13th century.  

. The original door which was on the long wall is a 

confirmation that the Holy House was built as a home 

and not as a chapel.  

 

Written Testimonies 

 

Before the translation 

Pilgrims who visited the Holy House prior to 1250, that 

is, at its original location in Nazareth, left reports and 

descriptions of it in their diaries and letters for seven 

centuries. They tell us that it was secure in the crypt of 

the basilica (built by Constantine) even after the initial 

Saracen destruction of the upper church.  

 

After the translation 

From 1291 on the few pilgrims permitted in the Holy 

Land speak only of the grotto that adjoined the House 

while at the same time a new history of the Holy House 

begins in Christian Europe at Recanati. In 1295 the 

people of Recanati built a solid wall with a strong 

foundation around the Holy House where miracles 

started happening and within a generation pilgrims 

began to come in increasing numbers.  

 

The Moral Arguments for authenticity 

 

The authenticity of Loreto argued 

from moral grounds includes the 

miracles, which Pope Paul II 

stated in his bull of 1464 were 

almost without number, so much 

so that the custodians could not 

keep records of them all. These 

were not only physical but great 

moral conversions as well. Added 

to this is the fact that over 60 

Saints and holy persons visited 

Loreto among whom were  Saints 

Ignatius Loyola, Francis Xavier, 

Francis de Sales, Alphonsus 

Liguori, Louis Grignon de 

Montfort, Aloysius Gonzaga, John 

Bosco and Therese of Lisieux  The 

sanctuary has had the continuous 

and full support of papal authority. 

At least 16 popes have made 

pilgrimages to Loreto, the latest 

being Pope Benedict XVI. The 

feast of the translation of the 

House of Loreto is on the 10th December. 

————-- 

The Litany of Loreto 
 

The litany of Our Lady was created in Loreto, officially 

approved in 1587 by Pope Sixt V, and from there spread 

in the rest of the world. Here below is the explanation of 

four of its invocations. 

 

Tower of David 

Built by King David in Jerusalem, the tower still exists 

today after nearly 3000 years. It was the citadel of the 

city where the defenders could go for shelter during a 

battle against the assaults of the enemy. It was never 

destroyed. It had the reputation of being impregnable. 

This name given to Our Lady comes from the Canticle 

of Canticles IV, 4 “Thy neck, is as the tower of David, 

which is built with bulwarks: a thousand shields hang 

upon it, all the armour of valiant men.” 
Why “a thousand shields”? The figure “Thousand” in the 

bible is the symbol of absolute power. 10 is the symbol 
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of the perfection of order, for instance the 10 

Commandments. 1000 is the cube of 10. 10 x 10 x 10 = 

1000. The cube represents an order which is more than 

perfect, then. The tower of David cannot be stormed by 

anyone as Our Lady cannot be defeated by anyone. 

 

House of Gold 

This title is in relation with the Tabernacle of the Old 

Testament and the Temple of Solomon. 3 Kings 7, 48-50 

And Solomon made all the vessels for the house of the 

Lord: the altar of gold, and the table of gold, upon 

which the leaves of proposition should be set: [49] 

And the golden candlesticks, five on the right hand, 

and five on the left, over against the oracle, of pure 

gold: and the flowers like lilies, and the lamps over 

them of gold: and golden snuffers, [50] And pots, and 

fleshhooks, and bowls, and mortars, and censers, of 

most pure gold: and the hinges for the doors of the 

inner house of the holy of holies, and for the doors of 

the house of the temple were of gold. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary is the tabernacle of the Most 

High, the sanctuary of the Divine Presence of the Verb 

Incarnate, the sign of God’s presence in our midst. Heb 

9, [11] But Christ, being come an high priest of the 

good things to come, by a greater and more perfect 

tabernacle not made with hand, that is, not of this 

creation. 

Profane history is also to be taken into account. There 

was a palace built by the Roman Emperor Nero which 

was called “House of Gold”. It numbered 300 rooms 

made out of marble, the ceiling was inlaid with precious 

stones, and many items were covered with gold.  There 

were beautiful gardens with fountains and artificial 

lakes. “House of Gold” had then become synonym of 

extraordinary beauty, a description that perfectly suits 

Our Blessed Lady. 

 

Ark of the Covenant 

The Ark is described in the book of Exodus (25, 10-21; 

37, 1-9). It was a box made of acacia wood inlaid with 

gold. Inside were being kept the Manna, the rod of 

Aaron and the Tables of the Law (the 10 

Commandments). 

The Manna was the 

food sent by God every 

day in the desert for the 

Jews to eat. It was a 

figure of the Eucharist. 

Our Lady is called Ark 

of the Covenant because 

she carried in her womb 

Jesus, the Eucharistic 

food given to us daily by 

God while we travelled 

in the desert of this life. 

Aaron’s rod is 

mentioned in the book 

of Numbers (17, 1-8). 

Moses gave to each of 

the 12 tribes a rod in order to know which one was 

pleasing to God and agreeable to serve at the altar. God 

made the rod of Aaron blossomed: it brought forth 

flowers and almonds. The rod is a symbol of the Cross 

and the flower is the symbol of Jesus who rose again 

after His death. The almond is the symbol of the virginal 

birth of Our Lord. This fruit has a shell so hard that it 

protects the purity and integrity of the fruit. 

The Tables of the law: Jesus Himself is the Divine, 

living and eternal Law who came not to destroy the Law, 

but to fulfil it (Mt 5, 17) 

 

Morning Star 

 The Morning star is the first star to appear in the sky. 

She shines until the morning before dawn and disappears 

to give way to the sun. She represents Our Lady who 

announced the coming of the Sun of Justice, Our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

This star is the biggest and the brightest – first to appear 

last to disappear: Our Lord came into the world through 

Mary; He will come back through Mary (v. St. Louis de 

Montfort). 

The star was precious to the navigators because it helped 

them to follow the right direction at sea. In the same 

way, Our Lady is our guide on our earthly pilgrimage. 

The one who follows Our Lady cannot be lost. 

Actually the Morning Star is not a star; it is Venus, a 

planet that receives its light from the sun. Likewise, Our 

Lady receives her light beauty from Her Divine Son.  
 

Father Fabrice Loschi, SSPX 

The Tower of David in Jerusalem 

The House of Gold of Emperor Nero 

A reproduction of  

the Ark of the Covenant 



On Friday 14th November, Miss Thilini and Miss 

Inoshika organised their annual school concert 

with Fr. Brucciani as their guest speaker as he 

was in Sri Lanka during the week. Fr. Brucciani, a 

British national, is currently in charge of our Priory in Tamil Nadu, 

India. After a royal welcome by Kandy dancers, Father was impressed 

by the amount of work put into the school function with so many 

plays and costumes.  In his speech, Father spoke about the importance 

of Catholic education which must lead us to a greater knowledge of 

God and his Holy Will. 

13 November 2014 - Rosa Mystica Prayers 

14 November 2014 - School Concert 

A prayer group has been set up in order to pray to Our Lady eve-

ry 13th of the month. The prayers are directed to the priesthood 

and its sanctification. 

“We shall never thank enough the Most Holy Trinity, and Our 

Lord Jesus Christ God made man, for having instituted the Eternal 

Priesthood. Yes, Our Lord is essentially The Mediator, The Priest. 

It is He who became priest for us, for the offering of His Holy 

Sacrifice to His Father. In His divine Wisdom, He willed to make 

some men, chosen by Him, share His priesthood. What a great 

mystery of the Divine Charity, of the Love of God for us! How 

unworthy do we feel to have this immense grace of the priesthood. 

Blessed be God! Blessed be Our Lord Jesus Christ! Blessed be 

also the Virgin Mary; for without Mary, we would not have had 

the High Priest, whose priesthood we share. Mary, Mother of the priests, Mother of the 

priesthood, yes, she is indeed our Mother, especially for us priests.” 

Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, on the 60th anniversary of his ordination, 19 November 1989  

Quotes of Saints on the Rosary 
 

“Never will anyone who says his Rosary every day be led 

astray. This is a statement that I would gladly sign with my 

blood.”  Saint Louis de Montfort  

 

“You shall obtain all you ask of me by the recitation of the Ro-

sary.” Our Lady to Blessed Alan de la Roche  

 

“Give me an army saying the Rosary and I will conquer the 

world.” Pope Blessed Pius IX  

 

“If you persevere in reciting the Rosary, this will be a most 

probable sign of your eternal salvation.”   

Blessed Alan de la Roche  
 

“The greatest method of praying is to pray the Rosary.” 

Saint Francis de Sales  
 

“When the Holy Rosary is said well, it gives Jesus and Mary 

more glory and is more meritorious than any other prayer.”  

Saint Louis de Montfort  
 

“One day, through the Rosary and the Scapular, Our Lady 

will save the world.”  

Saint Dominic  
 

“The Rosary is THE weapon.”  

Saint Padre Pio  

———————— 

Next Masses in Kurana 

 

- 9th to 18th December 2014 

- 25th to 31st December 2014 

- Christmas Mass on 25th December at 6pm 

- Sunday 25th Jan & Sunday 1st February 2015 

- 5th to 11th February 2015 

- 5th to 11th March 2015 

Parish Life 


