
In his autobiography1 Father Patrick Peyton explains at 

length what he owed to Our Lady and what power the rosary 

has. 

Father Peyton was born in 

1909 in County Mayo, Ireland, 

in a fervent Catholic family of 

farmers. Every night, the 

family would pray the rosary 

together. At the age of 20, due 

to the extreme poverty of those 

days, Patrick was obliged to 

migrate to the United States. 

After a few years of working in 

a New York parish, Patrick felt 

the calling to the priesthood. In 

his seminary years, Patrick 

worked long hours in order to 

catch up and eventually the 

strain being too much he 

became sick with tuberculosis. 

He was sent to hospital and 

after a few months of painful treatment, the doctors told him 

that he needed to undergo surgery which, even if it was 

successful would anyway leave him maimed for life. He was 

29 and with his dream to go up to the altar apparently 

doomed, Patrick was chattered and fell into a state of 

depression. 

 

Miraculous Healing 
 

In these terrible times, Patrick was visited by Father Hagerty 

his parish priest who told him:   

 

"You have the faith, Pat, but you're not using it…” Then he 

explained to Patrick how meaningful prayer to the Virgin 

Mary would be, if only he used the faith he possessed. "Our 

Lady will be as good as you think she is," he said. "If you 

think she is a fifty per-center, that is what she will be; if 

you think she is a hundred per-center, she will be for 

you a hundred per-center. No one of us ever does as 

much as he is capable of doing. We always fall short, 

stopping on the near side of our total effort." He 

continued: "Even Our Lord and Our Lady do not do as 

much as they could do," he added, "but the reason is 

that we think they are not able. We limit them by the 

extent of our faith."  
 

The young seminarian was struck by these words and other 

statements of Father Hagerty  like: "Mary is omnipotent in 

the power of her prayer," or "Mary is omnipotent in the 

power of her intercession with her son. Mary can do 

anything God can do."  

 

Patrick started praying unceasingly to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, especially the rosary, and he had no doubt, he was 

sure there would be no operations, he would be cured. A 

few weeks later, he was discharged, fully healed. 

 

Patrick Peyton was ordained a priest on 15 June 1941. 

When recalling the grace of that moment, Fr. Peyton 

wrote: 
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“I was now by ordination another Christ and that 

consequently Christ's Mother was, more than ever before, 

my mother. If in the past she had behaved with such 

delicacy toward me, what could I not now expect from her, 

now that I was another Christ, the very fruit of her womb? 

The thought filled me with consolation and exaltation 

beyond all describing. If I had the heavens in my hand at 

the moment, I'd have given them right to her. At Notre 

Dame that day, I gave my heart and soul in love to Mary. I 

promised her all the merit of my priesthood until death. The 

writ and the glory of every action I would ever perform 

would be hers and hers alone.” 

 

Launching of the rosary crusade 

 

To thank Our Lady for all she did for him, Fr. Peyton 

decided to dedicate his entire life to the promotion of the 

rosary, the prayer that had saved him and could save the 

family and society. 

How to proceed though as he was unknown and had no 

money? Fr. Peyton spoke to his bishop who encouraged 

him and advised him to contact all the apostolic groups in 

the diocese. Then, Fr. Peyton wrote to all the bishops in the 

United States who replied with enthusiasm to his initiative 

and started preaching on the rosary themselves. 

 

After the bishops, Fr. Peyton also wanted to send letters to 

all the priests in the country. It is worth reading the account 

of how it was made possible: 

 

“The mailing date was set for February 11, the anniversary 

of Mary's recital of part of the Rosary with Bernadette at 

Lourdes. Bishop Molloy's promised contribution had not 

yet arrived, and we didn't have a single dollar; but we 

decided to send the letters first class, with three-cent 

stamps, and with no return address on the envelopes. That 

way, we figured, the pastors would be at least curious 

enough to open them and find out what they contained. 

 

By February 1 the letters were piled mountain high, but not 

a stamp for even one. On February 2, feast of the 

Purification of Our Lady, I began a novena of Masses to 

end on February 10, eve of the feast of Our Lady of 

Lourdes and of our mailing date. I did not start the novena 

of Masses with the intention of getting the money. I never 

want money associated with the Mass. I never accept a 

Mass stipend, because I feel it would commit me to offer 

my Mass for the special intention of the donor of the 

stipend and not for the special intention of Mary, which is 

what I then sought and what I always seek when I say the 

Mass. I feel that Our Lady needs our help, just as we need 

hers, and that the greatest way I can respond to her need is 

by giving her the total allocation of the precious fruits that 

come from my Mass. And it is only subject to this 

unconditional offering of those fruits to her that I carry in 

my mind to the altar my two other constant concerns, that 

the Family Rosary Crusade will succeed, and that the needs 

of its friends will be taken care of. So all I asked Mary 

during the novena was that she would make those letters 

her own and decide in her own way how they should be 

disposed of. 

 

All I got on the first day were a few bills. The amount was 

small, but as far as I was concerned, it could have been in 

the millions, because I had absolutely not a dime. But the 

second day money began to flow in from all sides. It was 

under my plate when I came to table. It was in the corner of 

my room under the chair. It was wrapped in packets found 

lying on desks in the school. Sometimes I'd put my hand in 

my pocket and out would come a fistful of dollar bills. I 

was so thrilled that I didn't stop to ask where it was all 

coming from, and it was not till much later that I pieced 

together the entire story.  

 

The two friends primarily responsible were Mother Adrian 

of the Sisters of Mercy and Brother Thomas, superior of the 

Holy Cross 

Brothers. They 

passed the word 

of my plight in all 

directions. 

Mother Adrian 

got in touch with 

the various 

convents under 

her jurisdiction 

and the Sisters 

got the children to 

contribute nickels 

and dimes and to 

beg quarters end 

dollar bills from 

their parents. Brother Thomas got his colleagues to inspire 

their students to do their share. And so it came in clay by 

day. We needed $380 worth of stamps, and $380 worth we 

had by February 10, and a three-cent stamp on every last 

envelope. The sacks were carried triumphantly to the 

school chapel and deposited for the night near the statue of 

Our Lady. A post-office truck hauled them away in the 

morning.” 

 

Despite all this work, still not much was achieved: a flyer 

and a booklet were printed out to explain the goal of the 

crusade and a programme was set up in a local radio 

station. It is after Bishop Sheen spoke on a national radio 

station about the rosary crusade that the crusade really took 

off. The impact of the radio on people convinced Fr. Peyton 

that he, too, must use the new ways of communication in 

the service of Our Lady. 

Father Peyton with Gregory Peck 

Father Peyton during one of his huge rallies 
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First success 
 

With this idea in mind, Fr. Peyton went to a famous radio 

station in Broadway, NY, to ask for an hour of free 

broadcasting. After praying to Our Lady for the success of 

his undertaking he was ushered into the presence of the 

lady director of religious programmes who was rather 

abrupt with him.  

Here is how Fr. Peyton described the scene: 

“You're coming for free time? 

“I am."  

“You can't get it.  

“Before I could protest, she launched into a litany of 

difficulties. Not only Protestant ministers and Jewish rabbis 

would complain, she said, but so would Catholic priests. I 

had no organization behind me. If they gave time to 

individuals, they might as well go out of business.  

 

I quickly realized that I was wasting my time, that there 

wasn't a chance of concocting answers that would meet her 

objections and convince her. So I said what was in my 

heart, not giving a hang how deeply I might offend her.  

 

"It's extraordinary," I said, "how preoccupied we are with 

other people's problems, so long as it doesn't cost us 

anything. It is a pleasure to hear you speak theoretically 

about the problem of the family, about the decay and 

disintegration of family life, so long as nobody asks you to 

raise your hand to help save it. And that's what you are now 

refusing, because I'm not coming in here to glorify your 

network by having some great orator talk but I'm 

suggesting some husband and wife, some father and 

mother, to pray and ask other families to join in prayer, and 

you won't have it." 

 

I guess nobody had ever before talked like that to this 

honourable Jewish lady. "I will have it," she shot back to 

me. "I have no choice. When you put it like that I can't say 

no." ”  

 

God rewarded the lady as on the programme were Mr. and 

Mrs. Thomas Sullivan2 (very famous in the United States at 

that time) who lead the rosary, and among the participants 

were Archbishop Spellman of New York and Hollywood 

actor Bing Crosby. Even the President of the United States, 

Harry Truman who was not a Catholic but a Southern 

Baptist, sent a message. The broadcast was a tremendous 

success. 

 

With this victory, Fr. Peyton decided to go to Hollywood 

where he convinced actors and actresses, not all Catholics 

like James Stewart, to help him promote rosary prayer in 

the family on the radio and on TV him free of charge3.  

 

International Dimension 

 

Like a bush fire, the rosary crusade spread far and wide and 

rapidly became an international apostolate thanks to 

bishops from all over the world who invited Fr. Peyton to 

organise rosary crusades in their own dioceses. Fr. Peyton 

travelled everywhere: North America, Europe, Asia, Africa 

and South America. 
 

Every time Fr. Peyton 

organised public rallies 

there were huge trun-outs 

with an impressive 

number of participants: 

Panama City – 250,000; 

San Francisco – 500,000; 

Caracas – 600,000; 

Bogota – 1 million; 

Manila – 1 million; Rio 

de Janeiro – 1.5 million; 

Sao Paulo – 2 million. 

 

The goal of the rosary 

crusade was the spiritual 

welfare of society 

through the prayer in the family. Mottos of Fr. Peyton 

became famous like: “A world in prayer is a world at 

peace” or “The family that prays together stays 

together”. 

 

Countless graces were obtained through the rosary crusade, 

not only for individuals and families but also entire nations 

like Brazil that was spare a communist revolution thanks to 

the rosary in 1962. 

 

Unfortunately, this Marian enthusiasm fell short after 

Vatican II when the clergy did not think the rosary to be in 

tune with the new ways of worshipping. 

 

Footnotes: 

1. Father Patrick Peyton, All for Her, Doubleday, 1967 

2. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Sullivan had their five sons killed 

in action during or shortly after the sinking of the light 

cruiser USS Juneau, the vessel on which they all served, 

around November 13, 1942, in World War II. The story of 

these five brothers so moved the country that Hollywood 

made a movie on the life of this family: The Fighting 

Sullivans (1944). 

3. The Association set up by Fr. Peyton in Hollywood still 

exists through which actors keep promoting the rosary. 

Website: www.familyrosary.org 

Fr. Peyton with Grace of Monaco 

Father Peyton with some Hollywood actors 



After the visit of Father Emmanuel du Chalard, their 

chaplain, on the 10th December, we had the joy of 

welcoming Mother M. Rita, Sr. M. Lucia and postulant 

Maddalena coming from India where they visited the 

orphanage their order possesses in Tamil Nadu. 

These sisters are the members of a congregation based in 

Italy: The Consoling Sisters of the Sacred Heart. They 

dedicate their life to helping the SSPX priests in their 

apostolate in Italy and have recently open a house in 

India for orphans and elderly people who have nowhere 

to go. 

We hope one day they open a house in Sri Lanka too. 

16 December 2014 - Fr. Stehlin in Negombo 

Uncle Noel,  

the organizer of the 

welcome ceremony 

17 December 2014 - Sisters Visit 

On his first visit to Sri Lanka as District Superior, Father Karl Stehlin was warmly welcomed by some of our parishioners who 

even took a day off in order to be able to attend the function. After the greetings from Mr. Winston Dias, Director of the 

Association of Saint Joseph, Father Stehlin gave a talk on his projects regarding the apostolate in the Island which kindled the 

hearts of the faithful with renewed zeal. The afternoon ended with a nice group photo. 

Sr Maria Immaculata with the two American boys who rode 

their bike across the world to raise fund for her orphanage 

Mother Maria Rita, Fr. Stehlin, Sr. Maria Lucia and Maddalena 

In the garden of our house in Negombo 


