
Confessions: 30 min before Sunday
Masses; on demand every day.
Adoration: Every Friday before 1st
Saturday from 19:00 to 07:00 (the
next day)
First Saturday Devotion: at 06:30

Children’s Catechism:
Every Saturday: 14:00-15:30:

Group 1: Older Group (13-18 years)
Group 2: First Communion

14:45-15:30:
Group 1: Post Confirmation
Group 2: Post First Communion

Bible Class:
Every Sunday after the 10am Mass.
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26 JULY 2015 - NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SUN
26 July

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
2nd Class, green

7.30—Rosary
8.00—Low Mass

9.30—Rosary
10.00—Sung Mass

MON
27 July

Ferial day, 4th Class, green
Comm. St Pantaleon Mart.

18.30—Rosary
19.00—Low Mass

TUE
28 July

Sts Nazaire & Celsus, Martyrs

Victor I, Pope and Martyr,
& Innocent I, Pope and Conf., 3rd Class, Red

18.30—Rosary
19.00—Low Mass

WED
29 July

St Martha, Virgin, 3rd Class, white
Comm.Sts Felix, Simplice, Faustin & Beatrix, Mm.

11.30—Low Mass
18.30—Rosary

19.00—Low Mass

THU
30 July

Ferial day, 4th Class, green
Comm. of Sts. Abdon & Sennen, Martyrs, red

7.15—Low Mass
18.20—Rosary & Benediction

19.00—Low Mass

FRI
31 July

St. Ignatius of Loyola
3rd Class, white

11.30—Low Mass
18.20—Stations of the Cross

19:00— Low Mass
& first Rosary & Benediction

& All night Adoration
22.00—Second Rosary
23.00—Third Rosary

SAT
1 Aug.

Our Lady on Saturdays
4th Class, white

Comm. of the holy Maccabees, martyr

6.30—First Saturday
Devotions

7.15—Low Mass
19.00—Rosary

SUN
2 Aug.

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
2nd Class, green

7.30—Rosary
8.00—Low Mass

9.30—Rosary
10.00—Sung Mass

ANNOUNCEMENTS

This week: on Thursday after Mass
instruction and Question/Answer
session

Pray for our sick: Dr. Chen

Saturday 1 August. First Saturday,
hence whole night adoration before.

Saturday 1 August. Recollection for
those who will receive the sacrament
of Confirmation from 4 to 6pm..
Sunday 9 August. Confirmations by
Bishop de Galarreta.

Next Sunday, second collection for
helping SSPX Catholic schools

8-12 September. Montfortian Retreat
at the Montfort Centre preached by Fr.
Stehlin.
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Donations to SSPX by cheque: make it payable to “Friends of the International Priestly Society of St. Pius X”



One of the main obstacles to the faith for many in the modern
world is materialism. It is found both as a principle and as an end. As
a principle, materialism pretends that all things are explained by a
material cause, and that there exists nothing above matter, nothing
spiritual. As an end, materialism pretends that the goal of life is to
pursue happiness in material things, either in the possession of
wealth or in the pleasures of the senses. At both levels it is false!

The Catholic Faith clearly teaches that above all material things,
there is one God “who created heaven and earth, all things visible
and invisible”, i.e. all material things and all angels (spiritual
beings). If God created all things material, He must be above that
which He created, above all matter, immaterial – that is what is
meant by the term “pure spirit”. Our Lord Jesus Christ said: “God is
a spirit; and they that adore him, must adore him in spirit and in
truth” (Jn. 4:24).

Science itself confirms this dogma of Creation: indeed the very
theory of the “big bang”, far from being opposed to Creation, affirms
nothing else than this: according to the laws of nature as we know
them, the whole material universe has a beginning, a “moment zero”,
a start; it did not exist “before”; there is no “before moment zero”.
Now since being cannot come from non-being, and things that do not
have a reason for their existence in themselves need to have a cause
that gave them existence, this simply means that the whole material
universe has been created by a non-material Being.

The materialistic scientist themselves – as Hawkins – saw so
clearly this logical consequence of the “big-bang” theory, that they
tried to devise other theories to replace this “big-bang” theory, such
as theories of “yoyo” universe, alternating expansion and
contraction. But the burden of proof is on them: the facts support
rather the big bang theory, and not their alternative theories.

Now it is useful to know that the theory of the big-bang is
attributed to four scientists, one of them (perhaps even the first one)
was a Jesuit priest, professor of physics at the University of Louvain
in Belgium, Father Georges Lemaitre.

In such matters the Church leaves the scientists free to expose
their theories, so long as they do not oppose the faith. The theory of
the Big Bang, far from opposing the Faith, supports the faith in the
dogma of creation very strongly. – Note that the six “days” of
creation are not opposed to the long times given in the theory of the
big bang, because, since the sun was created on the “fourth” day, it is
quite clear that for the first three days the expression “there was an
evening and there was a morning” does not refer to sunset and
sunrise, and so does not refer to a period of 24 hours. One should not
use a 21st century scientific dictionary to explain the words of
Genesis, written more than 3000 years ago! Already St Augustine
exposed these “evening and morning” as illuminations of the angels,
in other words, in no way measuring 24 hour days. It is the protestant
fundamentalists who, ignoring the Fathers of the Church and the
Doctors such as St Thomas Aquinas insists on using their literal
explanation of the Scriptures, not understanding that Moses had to
find words of his time to express realities for which there was no
existing word at the time! God guided him to use the words that he
did, because of higher reasons – not grasped by the fundamentalists.

More fundamentally, materialism completely ignores man’s own
intelligence! The philosophers of old – such as Plato and Aristotle –
though their scientific knowledge was less, yet they knew the nature
of intelligence much better than most modern scientists! And no one
can claim that man is more intelligent today than he was at their
time: he just needs to read the conics of Apollonius of Perga to see
that today’s mind is not superior to theirs!

The first consideration is that reason is the faculty through which
humans are superior to animals, and therefore superior to the
faculties that we have in common with the animals. Indeed if we
compare the human body with that of other animals, we find that
there are always some animals that have a better body: eagles can see
father than men; many wild animals have a better hearing through
which they detect dangers which we do not hear; dogs have a better
smell than we do, they even recognise people by their smell: we
don’t do that! Some run faster (even cows), some fight we greater
strength, some have wings to fly, etc. But by his reason man can go
further: we can make telescopes that see in the galaxies, microscopes
that can see in the atoms, radars that catch all kinds of waves, all

kinds of chemical analysis, weapons that defend us from the
fiercest animal, trains like the TGV that go faster than any animal,
planes that fly higher and farther than any bird, even jets that go on
the moon (no animal has ever done that!), etc. All these
realisations, by which we overcome the limits of our senses, are
works of our reason. Hence our reason, our intelligence, is the
highest human faculty. Animals have sometimes amazing
realisations (beehives, etc.), but these are the work of their instinct
and nature, not the work of intelligence: one sees this in the fact
that they are not free to change it; thus the chemical composition of
honey is not the choice of the bee, but the natural result of some of
their physical organs. Similarly the physical (amazing) properties
of a spider thread are not the result of choice, but the natural
secretion of one of their organs. Their instinct and physical natures
are the effects of the Divine Intelligence Who created them.

The Church teaches that the human soul has a spiritual dimen-
sion, as a revealed truth (see “be renewed in the spirit of your
mind” Eph. 4:23), but also teaches that it can be demonstrated by
proper philosophy. That can easily be done by reflecting on how
our reason works. Let us take the example of a mathematical
demonstration – everyone agrees that this is an act of intelligence –
for instance, the proof that the sum of the three angles of a triangle
is a flat angle (180°). Everybody would remember that… but would
you know how to prove it? “Oh Father, it has been a long time…”
Well, it is not that difficult and goes along this line: one draws one
triangle (any triangle), extends the base on one vertex, draws the
parallel to the opposite side, and considers that, since alternate
angles are equal and corresponding angles are equal, the three
angles of the triangle are found adding up to the flat angle along the
extended base on that vertex. Now reflecting on that reasoning, a
question immediately arises: since one has drawn only one
particular triangle, how can one conclude this theorem for all
triangles? The mathematician will insist that the proof is valid for
all, and that he does not need to draw all triangles to ascertain that.
The answer is simple: one thinks with both an image and an idea
(because we are not pure angels, but have an intelligence in a body,
we think not with mere ideas, but with both ideas and images): now
the image is particular, but the idea is general, not particular. And
our reasoning is strictly speaking with our idea, and not with the
image (we “see” the general idea in the particular image). Since our
idea is general, the conclusion is general and thus legitimately
applies to all triangles.

Now we come to the core syllogism: everything material is
particular; our ideas are general, not particular; therefore our ideas
are not material, immaterial, spiritual. This is a perfect syllogism,
which truly makes one learn a conclusion from the major and
minor premises with perfect logic. The more one considers the
premises, the more one sees how true they are – and hence, how
true the conclusion is.

Hence the faculty that can have such immaterial ideas, spiritual
ideals, must itself be at the spiritual level, above matter, and the
soul that is the subject of this faculty has such a spiritual
dimension, above matter and not subject to matter (hence
immortal!)

Ideas are abstracted from sensible knowledge: one abstracts
general ideas from particular images; then one can make
judgements with these general ideas, and reasoning with
judgements logically so bound together that the conclusion follows
from the premises. These are the three “acts of the intelligence”: to
abstract, judge and reason. These are spiritual acts, immaterial acts.

Now if our intelligence is so above our senses, it is quite clear
that the senses should be in the service of the intelligence, and not
vice-versa. Materialism which puts the end of human life in
material things (wealth or pleasures) is a radical disorder in the
moral life, putting the higher part in the service of the lower part of
our nature. And it leaves our spiritual part radically unfulfilled: one
cannot achieve beatitude, the fullness of joy with such radical
disorder. One should rather affirm that human beatitude must
consists in the fulfilment of the higher part of our nature, in the
highest human faculty applied to the highest object: in the
intellectual vision of God face to face for eternity!

The spirituality of the soul


